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AMERICA RISING is the name of this original 
painting by local Artist Kathleen Carrigan who 

shared it with GreeneSpeak readers to celebrate
the Great American Spirit. See Kathy’s story, PAGE 5. 
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How secure are District 50’s state prisons? 
SCI-Fayette Prison Guard says ‘lack of repercussions for actions’ caused over 20 assaults 
on guards, 40 drug incidents, & now the death of an inmate, since January.  See PAGE 5.
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Greene Themes  
Will & things handed down in Greene

By Darlene Haring 
charlemagne@windstream.net 

   Over the years, Greene County people have 
left thousands of wills. The Stull family men 
of Ten Mile, if single, left their estates to their 
mother, their brothers and sisters, and their 
nieces and nephews. Zachariah Evans left his 
estate to his brothers and sisters in his 1793 will. 
Levi Harrod noted in his will that his daughter 
Sarah’s children could not inherit any part of his 
estate.  Dr. John Moore’s sons are named as 
heirs, but his daughters are not named. (Leckey)
     Hannah Wood Mitchell, Kent Mitchell’s 
widow, later married John Jones. In John’s will, 
Hannah’s stepson, Greenberry Jones, was 
required to build a house for Hannah on the 
property if she didn’t want to live in the current 
house. (Elizabeth Roseberry Mitchell’s Grave-
yard Quilt)
     Ellis B. Stevenson Sr. willed his 100-acre 
farm at Old Glassworks to son Ellis Jr. and 
daughter Priscilla Jones. The property consisted 
of 9 feet of bituminous coal. Nathaniel Bell’s 
will, written in 1800, gave the plantation to his 
youngest son, Benjamin; clothes were to be 
divided between Nathaniel’s other sons Abel and 
Nathaniel; Anna Clark, “the woman who lives 
with me,” got her choice of a cow. (Cornerstone 
Clues Bicentennial Edition)
     If a person expressed his wishes for hap-
penings upon his death, those wishes were 
sometimes carried out, and sometimes not.  I. N. 
Dreamer ordered, in his will, that money from his 
estate would be used for an association for per-
petual care of his cemetery at Enlow Fork. How-
ever, the association was not established before 
his death, so the perpetuity clause was nullified.  
I N’s relatives received the estate money; they 
did, however, erect a large monument in the 
cemetery. (Dorothy Hennen cemetery book)
     Richard Jackson (of Fort Jackson) died 

ARE YOU GOING TO JACKTOWN FAIR? Taken from the fairgrounds, this 
photo shows what we now know as Wind Ridge looked like circa 1920. This photo was  
shared with Greene Connections by Eugene Scherich, son of Thomas Eugene Scherich 
and his wife, Bertha M. (Staggers) Scherich. Thomas is the son of Orange Scherich & 
Margaret Dinsmore. Bertha is the daughter of J. Harry Staggers & Mary McCracken. 
Please address your questions and comments to about this photo or the website to 
Candice: candicelynnb@yahoo.com. See more Greene County history at www.greene-
connections.com or on the Greene Connections Facebook Page. The 2016 Jacktown 
Fair kicks off with a parade at 6:30 p.m. July 19 and runs through July 23. The first 
Jacksonville Fair (as it was initially named) took place October 3 and 4,1866 and has run 
each year ever since, making it the nation’s oldest continuous fair. For more details: See 
PAGE 3 or visit the Jacktown Fair official Facebook page.

Take me back   By Candice Buchanan 

This column is presented to you by:
Pollock Morris LLC 

54 S. Washington St, Waynesburg, PA 
724-627-6156

intestate in 1792.  A “deathbed” will was filed 
by Richard’s widow Mary, telling the court what 
Richard wanted. Mary and her brother, John Fee, 
administered the estate for son John Jackson 
and younger children. (Leckey)
     Felix Hughes told people that his slave, 
James Butler, would be set free at his (Fe-
lix’s) death. However, he neglected to put that 
sentiment in his will. Felix’s sons respected 
his wishes and set James Butler free. Rachel 
Kennedy manumitted her husband’s slave, Nasa 
McCurdy, at her husband’s death in 1797. Daniel 
Ferrell was to be managed by Mrs. Hughes, as 
stated in Thomas Hughes’ will; the black woman 
Jane would be maintained during her lifetime, as 
ordered by Thomas Hughes. (Marlene Bransom 
and Bill Davison’s Early African American Life)
  John Minor’s will gave his wife his Negro man 
George during her lifetime. George was to stay in 
the Minor family forever. (Marlene and Bill’s Early 
African American Life)
     John Swan of Greene County had moved 
to Kentucky. His will gave daughter Elizabeth 
one Negro girl Hanner; daughter Lettie got one 
Negro girl Judy; wife received one Negro woman 
Beck—Beck’s “rising generation to my boys 
equally divided.” (Leckey)
     William Minor of Whiteley Township had a 
slave named Old Sal. As William’s daughters got 
married, Old Sal’s daughters were sold, and that 
money was given to each bride as a wedding 
gift. (Evans)
     Heirlooms are often kept in the family for 
many generations. The Henry Darrah sword 
was handed down from Margaret Darrah Wright 
and eventually on to Samuel P. Flenniken. Israel 
White’s conch shell, which was used to sound 
the alarm for Native American raids, was passed 
from generation to generation. (Leckey)
   In 1850 a time capsule was buried in the court- 
house for future generations to find. In the cop-
per box are a copy of Waynesburg Messenger, a 
copy of Greene County Democrat, and a copy of 
the Whig newspaper. (Waychoff) 

   One of my favorite quotes is by Stephen 
Fry: “Books are no more threatened by 
Kindle than stairs by elevators.” (2009)  I’m 
sure everyone predicted the demise of radio 
after the invention of the television.  Not 
only do we still have radio, but you can 
subscribe to and pay for commercial- free, 
satellite radio.   
   Downloadable or electronic books and au-
diobooks are just another “format.” Librar-
ies are used to changing formats!  Libraries 
have seen and stocked every type of format 
invented. 
   According to a recent survey by Library 
Journal, “95% of libraries now offer access to 
e-Books.”  That doesn’t mean that libraries 
have eliminated their books.  People are still 
reading books. It means that library collec-
tions have once again changed to reflect the 
current needs of their users, whether they 
are reading eBooks or actual books.  
   Having an e-Book collection does not 
mean that everything in the library is avail-
able electronically. 
   Libraries offer access to downloadable 
e-Books and audiobooks through a vendor.  
Libraries pay an annual subscription fee 
for the website and platform then purchase 

(or sometimes “rent”) electronic formats 
of books. We refer to this collection as our 
“virtual” library.  
   Instead of losing users to e-Books, libraries 
have gained a totally new user—people that 
only use libraries for their downloadable 
collections. Why? Because downloading 
e-formats to your device is expensive.  The 
price of e-Readers has drastically decreased, 
but, once e-Books became popular, the 
price of downloads to individual consumers 
increased in upwards of 60%.  So, why would 
you buy when you can borrow?!
   During 2015, 2,500 unique users down-
loaded 38,815 items from WAGGIN’s virtual 
library.  
   Just like regular collections, the virtual 
library collection offers something for every-
one. It is also FREE to use with your (WAG-
GIN) library card.  And, best of all… there 
are NO fines!
See you @ the Library!  
–M. Tanner, Librarian, www.waggin.org



Health Notes 
By Cornerstone Care

www.cornerstronecare.com
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GreeneSpeak 
Classified Ads

NEXT DEADLINE: AUG. 25, 2016
• Business Rate: $10 mo /$75 yr 
 • FREE to Readers/Nonprofits

Send to: cindy@greenespeak.com  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

• FLENNIKEN LIBRARY SUMMER READING 
CLUB. Discovery Classes run through 
July 29, lunch is included for ages 18 and 
under. DOC DIXON MAGIC NIGHT: July 
13 at 6:30pm. FREE admission. Carnegie 
Science Center trip, July 18. Transportation 
provided. Tickets: $10. Call: 724-966-5263.

• BOWLBY LIBRARY ZOO TRIP is Aug 13.   
Tickets are $14 per person and includes 
bus transportation. Bus departs from 
the library at 8:30am and returns at 4:30 
pm. Also, Summer Read Club continues 
through Aug. 12  for all ages (0 - adult) 
Mon.–Thurs. each week, Call the library 
today to register: 724.627.9776 

• DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SERVICES OF 
SWPA offers training materials for Police 
Officers, Firefighters, Paramedics. Often, 
these are the first responders to acts of 
domestic violence. If you work as or with 
first responders and would like to request 
literature for your office or training for your 
staff, please contact the Education and 
Training Dept. of DVSSP at 724-223-5477 
in Washington County; 724-852-2373 in 
Greene County; or 724-437-2530 in Fay-
ette County. 

• BUSINESS CARD ADS IN GREENE-
SPEAK ARE LESS THAN $20 PER 
MONTH. Call Cindy: 724-344-7980.

Construction Company, Inc. 
165 Rolling Meadows Road

Waynesburg, PA 

REDI-MIX

1,000-Gallon Water & 
Septic Tanks

•Wire Mesh •Rebar   
Sand •Gravel

 •Bag Concrete & Mortar
•Masonry Supplies 

PA STATE APPROVED
LOCALLY OWNED

724-852-1112

July is Juvenile Arthritis Month

 CORNERSTONE      
     CARE

PRODUCE TO PEOPLE 
2016 Distribution Days

   Free, fresh produce is available each month at 
the Waynesburg Fairgrounds, to eligible Greene 
County residents, usually on the 4th Thursday. 

July 28, August 25, 
September 22, October 27

November 17, December 15
Contact: Sister Audrey Quinn

Greene Co. Salvation Army Service Ctr.
131 W. First St., Waynesburg

724-852-1479        

• Mt. Morris:    724-324-9001   
• Rogersville:    724-499-5188          
• Greensboro:   724-943-3308   
• Waynesburg: 724-627-4309      
• Central Greene Pediatrics: 
             724-627-0926

    Children can get 
arthritis just like 
adults but it is very 
unusual, accord-
ing to Dr. Edward 
Foley Jr., chief 

medical officer at Cornerstone Care, a network of 
federal qualified health centers in southwestern 
Pennsylvania.
   Dr. Foley, a physician at Cornerstone Care’s 
Pediatric Associates of Washington, said he 
might see six kids in his practice who have 
arthritis at any given time. The disease is marked 
by inflammation joint, It causes pain, swelling, 
stiffness and loss of motion that doesn’t go away. 
“If they have symptoms, I will refer them to rheu-
matologists in Pittsburgh,” he said. “That is how 
the children get diagnosed. Rheumatologists also 
manage their symptoms.”
   Juvenile Arthritis Month is marked in July. 
The National Institute of Arthritis (NIH) and 
Musculoskeletal Skin Diseases at (NIH) said 
juvenile arthritis affects children of all ages and 
ethnic backgrounds. About 294,000 U.S. children 
under age 18 have arthritis or other rheumatic 
conditions
   Dr. Foley said juvenile arthritis is an autoim-
mune disorder. The immune system normally 
helps fight off harmful bacteria and viruses. But 
in an autoimmune disorder, the immune system 
attacks some of the body’s healthy cells and tis-
sues.
   According to the NIH, scientists don’t know 
why this happens or what causes the disorder. 
Some think it’s a two-step process in children. 
Something in a child’s genes passed from parents 
to children makes the child more likely to get 
arthritis, and something like a virus then sets off 
the arthritis.

   “Many kids will complain about aches and pains,” 
Dr. Foley said. “We have to investigate it because 
sometimes it’s associated with activity and growing 
pains. Arthritis has to be sorted out from inflamed 
joints that are caused by an injury.
   “If both knees are swollen up and there is a fever, 
then you have to consider arthritis,” he added. 
“Juvenile arthritis usually presents with a low-grade 
fever. Kids who have fever that lasts for several 
weeks or even months that is not explained by any 
other reason could have arthritis. But diagnosing it 
can take months.”
   NIH reports that arthritis usually affects the 
knees, hands and feet, and it’s normally worse in 
the morning or after a nap. Other signs include 
limping in the morning because of a stiff knee; 
excessive clumsiness; high fever and skin rash; and 
swelling in lymph nodes in the neck or other parts 
of the body.
   Most children with arthritis have times when the 
symptoms get better or go away (remission) and 
other times when they get worse (flare).
Arthritis in children can cause eye inflammation, 
Dr. Foley said. It also can cause growth problems, 
including bones and joints that grow unevenly.
   Doctors who treat arthritis in children try to 
make sure the child can remain physically active. 
They also try to make sure the child can stay in-
volved in social activities and have an overall good 
quality of life. Doctors can prescribe treatments 
to reduce swelling, maintain joint movement and 
relieve pain. They also try to prevent, identify and 
treat problems that result from the arthritis. For an 
appointment contact:
   • Dr. Foley at Cornerstone Care’s Pediatric As-
sociates of Washington, call 724-228-7400.    
   • Dr. Daniel Church of Cornerstone Care’s Cen-
tral Greene Pediatrics, Waynesburg, call 724-627-
0926.

WIND RIDGE–The ‘legendary’ Jack-
town Fair will be held July 19-23, 
celebrating 151 years. 
   The week begins with a worship 
service at 10 a.m. July 17th and Fair 
Queen Competition at 7 p.m  at the 
fairgrounds. 
   The Fair is sponsored by the Rich-
hill Agricultural Society formed July 
6, 1866. The first “Jacksonville” Fair 
was held October 3 and 4,1866. 
   The 2016 Fair will kick off with the 
Jacktown Fair Parade at 6:30 p.m. 
July 19 in Wind Ridge. 
   “Come be a part of the nation’s 
oldest continuous fair,” said orga-
nizer Marcia Sonneborn.
   The Richhill Agricultural Soci-
ety has selected John Scott of 
Graysville as Grand Marshall.
   The parade will also feature 2015 
Jacktown Fair Queen Marissa 
Rode, daughter of Jeff and Shelia 
of Jollytown, as well as 2015 Jack-
town Fair Princess Veronica Lasko, 

daughter of Michael Lasko and 
Tracey Stewart of Sycamore. 
   The 2016 Queen and Princess will 
also participate in the parade, Son-
neborn said. 
   Parade floats and “mini” floats (to 
be constructed on a child’s wagon, a 
wheel barrow, garden cart, etc.) will 
compete for cash prizes.   
   The 2016 Jacktown Fair theme is 
“We Have Good Things Growing.” 
   Admission to the Midway is free 
and ride tickets are $10.      
   For more information, contact 
Marcia Sonneborn at 724-428-4344 
or email: marciasonne@windstream.
net.
   See also the Jacktown Fair Face-
book Page.
   The fair book, which includes a 
Schedule of Events for the week, 
as well as 4-H rules for the various 
competitions, may be viewed at: 
https://issuu.com/jacktownfair/docs/
jacktown_fair_6x9

Good things growing at Jacktown Fair, July 19–23

‘WE HAVE GOOD THINGS GROWING’ 
is the theme for the 151st Jacktown 
Fair, to be held July 19-23, 2016.

SALES EMPORIUM  
New & Used Computers 

Repairs & Service 
209 Pine St, Jefferson, PA 

(in Jefferson since 1999)

724-883-4778
Open: Mon-Fri 9-5  &  Sat 9-1
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 GreeneSpeak is a free, monthly newspaper 
available in 100+ locations in Greene County, 
circulating 3-5,000 copies. A proud member of 
the Pennsylvania NewsMedia Association, and 
Waynesburg & Carmichaels Chambers of Com-
merce, our intent is to shed light on topics to 
improve the quality of life in Greene County. An 
independent voice, we are nonpartisan, launched 
in 2004, striving to present accurate, unbiased 
articles & investigative reports and informed 
opinions on politics, current events & social jus-
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Reentry Conference and Community Resource Fair offered 
hope and help to ex-offenders who owe fines and need work
By Cindy Bailey, 
GreeneSpeak Editor/Publisher
WAYNESBURG–You could’ve 
heard a pin drop June 24th at 
Waynesburg fairgrounds where 
over 300 people sat spellbound, 
as keynote speaker Bobby Steele 
of T3 Oilfield Services (at right, 
speaking to the group) told his 
phoenix story of how he 
triumphed over heroin addiction.      
   Steele’s presentation was part 
of the first-ever Greene County 
Reentry Conference and Com-
munity Resource Fair, a collabo-
ration of many organizations and 
agencies, but was really spear-
headed by President Judge Farley Toothman. 
  Event organizer Christine Gardner said, “This project 
grew out of that town meeting on heroin addiction that 
Farley held last fall.”
   From that meeting, a group of volunteers formed the 
Coalition for Brighter Greene to create and coordi-
nate events that promote drug awareness and offer 
solutions. Their first event was the March for Greene 
parade held in the spring. 
   The Reentry Conference is the 2nd event, and 
Toothman said its purpose was twofold: “To provide 
those who cannot pay their fines and restitution with 
the opportunity to get a job and to provide those 
whose criminal backgrounds that prevent them from 
getting a job, to understand the steps that exist -- to 
rehabilitate.” 
   Toothman court-ordered 300 people with unpaid 
fines to attend the conference, because he says that 
collecting some of the $12 million owed in fines and 
restitution is a priority of the court, adding, “Much will 
never be paid but this was the third hearing on these 
back cases. Never before has the court looked at 
them, so criminal defendants have ‘forgotten’ about 
what is due.”
   People who owed money were issued bench war-

rants for arrest for failure to appear, Toothman said. De-
fendants often say they can’t find a job so they can’t pay 
their fines.”They have no excuses now,” he said. “We’ve 
gathered employers willing to hire ex-offenders.”
   Steele, who detailed his 13 years of drug-related 
crimes, from fraud to aggravated robbery with a 
deadly weapon, leading to 10 arrests and 3,000 days 
of  incarceration, is now one of those employers who 
tries to give people a chance. His driver’s license, 
suspended until 2052, has been reinstated, he said.
   “I blamed everybody else and didn’t accept respon-
sibility for my actions,” Steele said. A corrections offi-
cer took an interest in Steele during his final incarcer-
ation, telling him, “You’re better than this,” a comment 
that was the “spark” Steele said he needed.
   Craig Wise of the county Probation office discussed 
accessing rap sheets and having criminal records 
expunged. Other topics of the day were restoring 
driver’s licenses and insurance and finding housing.  
   After lunch, about 40 vendors, including employers, 
training programs, and schools provided information 
and accepted applications at the job fair. Also that 
day, Toothman convened motions court in the exhibit 
building. To find out more, contact Christine Gardner 
at:  judgestownhall@gmail.com.

Lessons to ponder in this 
edition of GreeneSpeak

 1. ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR YOUR ACTIONS. If 
somebody with a Rap Sheet as long as Bobby Steele’s can 
beat addiction, conquer his criminal past, launch several 
large companies that hire people like him, and spend his 
free time telling his story to schools and groups, like he 
did at the Reentry Conference (see story at right), then 
surely, anybody can. Rarely do you attend a government-
sponsored event that offers this much inspiration and 
practical information all at once. Hats off to the organizers 
and participants. Hopefully, the next one will not have such 
a captive audience, if you know what we mean.

2. QUESTION AUTHORITY. It takes courage to speak, 
even anonymously, about situations that an SCI-Fayette 
guard and union president Jason Bloom see as manage-
ment’s lack of protection for the state’ Corrections Offi-
cers–the people who directly deal with “heinous” individuals 
every day. A pepper spray bill is pending, but they have 
more concerns about security breeches that could affect us 
all. Public officials in Glass Towers in Harrisburg or Luzerne 
Township must answer to those who pay their salaries.

3. JUST DRAW WHAT YOU SEE, OR AS GREENESPEAK 
LIKES TO SAY, “JUST TELL IT LIKE IT IS.” Our cover 
artist, Kathy Carrigan, shares her view of America just the 
way she sees it. Despite a few dark corners, she has faith 
that this nation will continue to be blessed by God. We like 
what she sees.
4. BE THE LITTLE CIVIC CLUB THAT COULD. Bobtown’s 
homey and humble Shannopin Civic Club may have begun 
as a publicity effort to bolster the image of  J & L.Steel 
(which owned Shannopin Mine, the reason Bobtown exists), 
but the ladies of the town, who had more know-how and 
community spirit than money, have labored for 7 decades to 
make their little coal patch a more compassionate place to 
live by providing holiday events and activities for all ages.

5. ROOTS & REBELLION ARE GOOD THINGS. The 
spunky folks who live in “Dotysburg,” love rebelling against 
the official name of their neighborhood which is “Morris-
ville.” Their unofficial nickname connects them at a time 
when nobody seems know their neighbors anymore. And as 
Thomas Jefferson said, I hold it that a little rebellion, now 
and then, is a good thing....”

6. LISTEN TO THE RAIN. People who write op-eds to try to 
inspire and exhort others sometimes run a little low on hope 
& ideas after a quarter-century of battling pubic officials who 
don’t like #1, #2 or #3. But when the noise gets too loud, you 
can always hear the still, small Voice in the summer rain.
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A Special Report by Cindy Bailey, 
GreeneSpeak Editor/Publisher
[EDITOR’S NOTE: GreeneSpeak was contacted by a 
Corrections Officer currently working at SCI-Fayette 
who talked, on condition of anonymity, about the “lack 
of repercussions” that have led to escalating violence 
at that institution. As the paper was going to press, an 
SCI-Fayette inmate was beaten to death, an incident 
the anonymous guard said was more than likely 
“drug-related.” Watch for more topics in our “Focus on 
the 50th” series in later editions of GreeneSpeak].
    A Greene Countian working as a Corrections 
Officer at SCI-Fayette in Luzerne Township, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, says the citizens of the 
50th District (where SCI-Greene is also located), 
should be concerned about security breeches that 
place corrections officers and other prison staff, as 
well as inmates and the community, at risk.   
   Since January, SCI-Fayette, where one-third of the 
employees are from Greene County, has been the 
site of 22 inmate-on-staff assaults and over 40 drug 
incidents mostly involving heroin and K2 (synthetic 
marijuana), the latest of which resulted in an inmate’s 
death, according to our source.   
   The anonymous officer says he and his colleagues 
don’t have the tools and support to do adequately do 
their jobs, noting, “We’re the forgotten side of law 
enforcement.”
   He lays the blame on local and state management, 
referring to the recently hired Superintendent Jay 
Lane as “an idiot” who was chosen for his liberal 
politics, adding, “He went home during a recent 
assault. How could he leave when an employee was 
getting hurt?”
   Regarding DOC Secretary Wetzel, the guard says, 
“He wants a job with the Dept. of Justice, so he’s 
whoring out the PA DOC to move himself up.”
   Among the assault incidents were seven direct 
attacks on COs and 10 incidents when officers were 
injured while breaking up fights, according to Jason 
Bloom, president of the PA State Corrections Officers 
Association.
   Most of the inmates were allowed to “get away with 
it,” the anonymous officer said. Indeed, they’re getting 
away with drug possession, as well, he said, noting 
that he and a fellow guard caught two inmates with 
drugs earlier this year. Both inmates tested positive 
for drug use, and were also caught on surveillance 
video, but weren’t held accountable in any way.
   Regarding the inmate who was murdered in June, 
the guard told GreeneSpeak, “He died last week. 
Several days before, he was beaten into a coma by a 
Muslim inmate. It was drug related. It’s odd to see 
something this time of year, since June is the month 
of Ramadan, and generally things are very quiet, as 
the Muslims don’t want to run the risk of a lockdown. 
However with Management’s recent failures in 
dealing with incidents, it seems the inmates know 
there are no repercussions for their actions.”
   According to news reports, inmate John Steckley, 
51, was found unconscious June 19 and died the next 
day. Various news outlets report that prison authori-
ties are looking into a “possible” inmate on inmate 
attack. Steckley was serving a 10-to-22-year sen-
tence for aggravated assault in 2006 and would have 
been eligible for parole this year.

   In April, apparently in response to increasing 
pressure from SCI-Fayette staff and DOC higher-ups, 
Lane ordered a lockdown to search for drugs, but the 
anonymous CO told GreeneSpeak that it was a 
half-hearted effort. He said inmates were notified of 
the search ahead of time, that only the “honor” blocks 
were searched, K-9 officers were not adequately 
used, and about 40 inmates in the kitchen were never 
searched at all.
    Jason Bloom verified the search was “designed to 
fail....Lane had an opportunity to send a message 
and he squandered it.”
     The anonymous guard agrees, adding, “Lane feels 
it’s better to keep inmates happy than to protect the 
officers.”
   The guard said drugs are coming in from visitors, 
some of which had earlier been suspended for this 
very thing.    
   Meanwhile, even the jargon is becoming softer, the 
guard said. Inmates are supposed to be referred to 
as “reentrants” and assaults are now called “un-
planned uses of force.”    
   Incidents of violence have been rising every year 
since 2009 in PA state prisons, which now house 
nearly 50,000 offenders. DOC press secretary Susan 
McNaughton attributes some of the increase to new 
mental health regulations brought on by a Dept. of 
Justice lawsuit regarding “seriously mentally ill 
inmates being locked up 22-24 hours a day.” Still, she 
says, DOC is working on finding “appropriate ways to 
work with them in a secure setting that has our staff 
safety in mind.”
   McNaughton says with a new superintendent 
comes a new management style, which some staff 
members may not like, adding, “This administration 
has confidence in Superintendent Lane (who may be 
new to Fayette, but has been a corrections officer 
since the 90s) and that he will help Fayette’s staff 
through the various changes that are happening 
throughout our system.”
   One good thing that has come out of the troubles at 
SCI-Fayette is PA House Bill 2084 which will allow all 
guards to carry pepper spray. The bill unanimously 
passed in the House and is now in the PA Senate 
Judiciary Committee, where it is also expected to 
pass with wide support. State Rep. Pam Snyder, who 
authored the bill, has said it’s a “no-brainer.”
   Jason Bloom said this is good news, as the officers’ 
union has long advocated the general use of pepper 
spray (oleoresin capsicum), by COs. Currently, only a 
few cans are available in prisons. “It’s a tool for care, 
custody, and control,” Bloom said. “If a CO dives into 
a pile of humanity, somebody’s gonna get hurt. With 
this tool, you spray, wait for it to take effect, and put 
on the handcuffs–no harm, no foul.”
   A federal pepper spray law that was passed in 
March was the segue for the Pennsylvania version. 
The parents of the late Eric Williams advocated for 
this law after Williams was murdered in 2013 by an 
inmate in a federal prison in Wayne County, PA. 
Working alone in a unit of 130 inmates with only a 
radio, keys and handcuffs, Williams, 34, died after be-
ing stabbed as many as 200 times with a crude, 
hand-made knife wielded by an Arizona gang assas-
sin serving a sentence for murder.
   News sources note that both federal and state 

corrections administrators, including Wetzel, have 
opposed wide use of the spray, due to concerns 
about inmates getting access to it or the staff misus-
ing it, both of which could lead to lawsuits. Prisoners 
rights groups also oppose it, fearing “overuse.” 
   Wetzel told GreeneSpeak that the overall goal “...is 
to reduce violence in our facilities, and most impor-
tantly for our staff to go home safe every night. 
Assaults at any state prison are a concern to this 
administration. And it is no secret that, throughout our 
system, we have seen an uptick in the number of 
assaults over the last few years. This issue is so 
important to me and my administration that we have 
embarked upon a violence reduction initiative.” Now 
being piloted, the initiative allows officers to directly 
handle certain offenses without calling in an outside 
“hearing examiner.”  
   SCI-Fayette, which opened in 2003, houses 2,081 
adult males. Prison Capacity is 1,826, which means 
current capacity is at 114%. Average age of inmates 
is 39. Restricted housing population is 175 and there 
are 88 inmates with Special Needs. 
   Regarding race: 40% are white; 48% are black, and 
10% are Hispanic. There are 690 full-time employees, 
approximately 350 of whom are corrections officers. 
   When asked about common misconceptions of the 
prison system, the anonymous officer said that in a 
place where Inmate-to-guard ratio is 100:1, “People 
don’t understand that it’s a violent place. You’re on 
alert all the time.” 
    “Management doesn’t care about us (guards),” he 
said, adding that the safety of other employees, 
inmates, and the community is precarious when 
Corrections Officers aren’t safe.
    Bloom agrees. “Nobody’s safe if we’re not. Our 
profession is dangerous and not understood by the 
public. It’s not like the movies. We don’t carry guns. 
You have your brain and a whistle. After somebody is 
found guilty and sentenced for a terrible crime, people 
forget and move on, but we deal with these heinous 
individuals every day for the rest of their lives.”
   The anonymous officer said he feels he is doing 
important work, for which he earns good money and 
benefits, and considers himself lucky to have the job, 
but he is convinced that justice is being compromised 
at all PA prisons, including Fayette and Greene.
    “Victims of crimes just don’t understand how easy 
inmates have it. The prison system caters to them. It’s 
a lack of justice. They have more freedom on any 
given day than I did both times I was deployed–and 
they have better living conditions.”

DO YOU HAVE INSIDE INFORMATION ON 
  DISTRICT 50’S STATE PRISONS? 

We want to hear from you! GreeneSpeak is the only 
local  news outlet that publishes interviews on condi-

tion of anonymity. The publisher will need to verify 
who you are, but your identity will remain anonymous 

in our publications in print and online. Contact: 
Editor/Publisher Cindy Bailey, 724-344-7980

E-mail: cinswind1290@fairpoint.net
Or message GreeneSpeak on Facebook.

How secure are District 50’s state prisons? 
SCI-Fayette Prison Guard says increasing ‘lack of repercussions for actions’ has caused over 20 assaults 
on Corrections Officers, 40+ drug incidents, & now the violent death of an inmate, since January of this year. 

GreeneSpeak Exclusive Series:       Focus on the 50th



Meet our cover artist
  AMWELL TOWNSHIP– Kathy Carrigan, the artist who shared 
her original oil painting, “America Rising’ on GreeneSpeak’s 
front page this month, has had a connection with Editor/Pub-
lisher Cindy Bailey since the early 90s. Kathy is the artist who 
designed the “Cindy’s Wind” logo featuring Cindy’s daughters. 
“My husband Bob surprised me with that logo for my birthday 
when I first started writing the column,” Cindy says. “It was 
perfect and is very precious to me.”
   Later, Kathy redesigned the cartoon Jack Russell Terrier 
that’s featured in our “Can you spot SPOT?”game which is very 
popular with readers.
   “I did my first painting at nine years old,” Kathy says. At Im-
maculate Conception Catholic school in the Baltimore area, and 
all through college, she took art classes, “but nobody ever said, 
‘just draw what you see’ so that’s the advice I give my grand-
kids now.’’
   Now celebrating 50 years of marriage to Andre Henry Carrigan 
(“He was the cutest boy in the second grade,” she recalls), 
Kathy says as a young couple, they focused on his career first, 
paying for his flying lessons with a “sock full of fifty-cent piec-
es.” (He is retired after a long career with a commercial airline). 
   Back in the mid-70s, the Carrigans operated Forwin’s Aviation 
at Greene County Airport. Among the students were Max Lough-
man, Jerry Moore, Tom Albert, Chuck Baker, Carolyn McClure 
and former Waynesburg mayor Roy Hoffman, “an outstanding 
pilot,” Kathy said. 
   Meanwhile, she spent most of her time raising Andy Christian, 
John Thomas, and Anne-Julie, all now in their 40s, and these 
days she has six grandchildren, ages 8-17. 
   By the late 70s, her husband began to encourage her talents, 
surprising her with artist retreat getaways for her birthday. She 
also studied with several local artists whenever she could.
    Oil painting is her forte, and she really enjoys doing portraits, 
a number of which hang on the walls of her home, a beautiful 
stone-covered retreat called “Bravewood” in Amwell Township. 
   She also does scenery, wildlife, and whimsical pieces, includ-
ing the flying pigs she painted on the kitchen wall after the re-
modeling job was finally complete. “I said pigs would fly before 
we ever got this done,” she recalls with a smile.   
   She doesn’t usually paint political things. “I hate politics,” 
she insists, although she is active with the local Republican 
party. “But I’ve been so distraught over the way this country is 
going downhill...but I believe we will get it right. ‘America Rising 
2016’ is the image of the American spirit rising out of the Valley 
of Discontent, remembering our history, drawing on our Faith 
and founding principles. It is my hope that when you look at 
this painting you will feel gratitude to the Patriots who rose and 
saved the Republic for our children and grandchildren. With 
that in mind, this painting is dedicated to our 6 grandchildren: 
Maddy, Cole, Lane, Aliana, JT and Brock. I am proud to share it 
with GreeneSpeak readers.”
   Cathy has a limited number of framed prints of ‘“America Ris-
ing” for sale. Contact her at: bravewood2@gmail.com.
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Dotysburg? Uhm, that would be ‘Morrisville’ to the uninitiated

Attending the Dotysburg Reunion June 25th at Waynesburg Lions Club Park were, front row, from left: Earl R. Whipkey, Violet English, 
Betty Canan, Phyllis Canan, Judy Huffman, Rick Cummins, Judy Cummins, Mary Phillips, James Phillips. 2nd row: Betty Smith Knoll, 
Betty Morris Scott, Kathy George, JoAnn Taylor, Pinkey Krency, Shelby Phillips, Sue Cowell, Shirley Collins. 3rd Row: Loretta A. Day-
ich, Jimmy Knoll, Walt Lohr, Cheryl Shultz Lohr, Desetta Shultz Palmer, Cody Phillips, Becky Phillips, Brooke Phillps, Micky Krency, 
Neil M. Canan. Back row: Ed Phillips, Michael George, Earl Taylor. (Photo by Cindy Bailey).

Kathy Carrigan 
and ‘Bacchus’

 June 25, 2016

By Cindy Bailey, 
GreeneSpeak Editor/Publisher
   If you’ve been anywhere near 
Waynesburg for any length of time, 
you’ve undoubtedly heard someone 
refer to a place called “Dotysburg.” 
If you are a longtime resident, you 
probably know that “Dotysburg” 
is the endearing nickname for the 
village in Franklin Township which 
is officially named “Morrisville” in 
honor of early settlers who were de-
scendents of Revolutionary war hero 
Robert Morris, believed to be buried 
at the Rhodes Cemetery which has 
been in the news lately.
   The boundaries of Dotysburg are 
obscure to most, but lifelong resident 
Desetta Schulz Palmer says, “Dotys-
burg is from below Freedom Bridge 
(where all the construction is going 
on) to the top of the hill behind Ron Lewis Auto (formerly 
Barna’s).”
   Palmer, along with Cheryl Lohr, Judy Huffman, and Mar-
cia Morris, organized the annual Dotysburg Reunion, held 
June 25 at Lions Club Park. About 40 people attended. The 
group assembled that day were clearly having a good time, 
but you get the feeling that they are grinning because they 
have something over on you.
   The late John O’Hara, author of the “Fact and Folklore” 
books full of homey tidbits about Greene County, points out 
that Dotysburg is a “state of mind,” in contrast to some of 
the more pretentious attitudes “uptown.”   
   Sometimes people just call it “the burg,” and if you aren’t 
confused yet, longtime resident Tim Phillips, 70, who at-
tended the reunion, said Dotysburg was once dubbed the 
less-than-flowery name of “Slabtown” after officials paved 
one street there, most likely Flowers Street, named for busi-
nessman J.B. Flowers. He owned what became a major gro-
cery store in Dotysburg, starting out by delivering groceries 
in a wheelbarrow, according to O’Hara.
   The village was never incorporated into a separate bor-
ough, but has been a place of significance–home to the town 
cemetery (later moved to Green Mount) and numerous busi-
nesses, and has always been the thoroughfare to points east, 
via an annoying turn in the road over Ten Mile Creek, which 
vehicles as well as trains have been loathe to travel. 
   The longterm construction project going on there now 
that has irritated so many is just history repeating itself, 

says resident Bob Kelly, 85, another reunion attendee. Kelly 
recalls people talking about the “double-bridge,” torn down 
in 1929 to make way for what later became Freedom Bridge. 
The project was done by laborers with the county work relief 
program, established following the stock market crash, ac-
cording to G. Wayne Smith’s “History of Greene County, PA.”
   In 1930, the circus came to Dotysburg, to the J. B. Flowers 
Park, (behind now-Ron Lewis Auto), Dr. Smith notes. Kelly 
said that as a young boy in the 40s, he once watched the 
circus caravan stop at the bottom of the muddy hill to let the 
elephants out so they could push the trucks up to the park.
   Palmer said the most famous Dotysburg resident was 
probably Bill George, (1929-1982), who became an NFL 
linebacker for the Chicago Bears and Los Angeles Rams, and    
was named to the Hall of Fame in 1971.
   Yes, but WHERE did the name “Dotysburg” come from? 
John O’Hara says it came from the Doty family who oper-
ated a tavern there. Getting back to that doomed double 
bridge, Bob Kelly says a popular watering hole was once 
located there, called DBI (Double Bridge Inn). Whether the 
Double Bridge Inn is the tavern O’Hara referred to is still 
rather loosely under investigation by GreeneSpeak. Con-
tact us, if you care and know something: 724-344-7890 or 
cinswind1290@fairpoint.net. Meanwhile, the folks who call 
“Dotysburg” home couldn’t care less where their beloved 
nickname came from; they just enjoy the puzzlement on the 
faces of people who say, “Where the heck is ‘Dotysburg’?”

Replacing the Double Bridge, 1929
From ‘History of Greene County, PA’
By Dr. Wayne Smith
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IN CASE YOU HAVEN’T HEARD:
Dr. Stephen Treese has joined 

our staff as fulltime Veterinarian! 
Clinic Hours: WEEKDAYS 8:30 am to 5 pm

Schedule your appointment today:
724-627-0846 • catnip.acres@hotmail.com

Workin’ like a DOG

CATNIP ARES LOW COST VET CLINIC
175 Wade St, Waynesburg - in the former Roller Rink

Ready to ‘Rumble’: Ice Plant Car Show celebrates 20 Years
Lisa Rumble Miller says plans are moving forward for a re-invented eatery & store

YOU are cordially invited:  Shannopin Civic Club will 
celebrate 70 years of service to the community Sept. 25

By Cindy Bailey, GreeneSpeak Editor/Publisher
GREENSBORO–This year is a mile-
stone in a number of ways for Lisa 
Rumble Miller, owner of the former Ice 
Plant Restaurant which was destroyed 
by fire in January 2014. In fact, the Ice 
Plant Annual Car Show, will observe 
their 20th anniversary with a “Red 
Carpet Event” Aug. 20 from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Ice Plant Pavilion in Greens-
boro. The show is free to the public.
   Also later this year, Miller says work 
will begin on her new facility. “I’m 
disappointed that we don’t have a new 
Ice Plant in time for the Car Show, but 
we’re starting completely over,” she 
said, standing on the cement pad of 
the original Ice Plant (the one that sold 
blocks of ice from the river). “I can’t 
even be here and not be upset. It still 
breaks my heart that it’s gone. I haven’t 
been ready.”     
   She says her whole family has been 
devastated but adds, “We’re moving on 
now.”
   The expensive, lengthy process of 
obtaining permits for new construction 
became a nightmare, she said, not only 
because the site is located in a flood 
plain; it is also just outside the Greens-
boro Borough limit, actually in Monon-
gahela Township–a political minefield 
for the Rumble family. Lisa’s father Jim, 
a longtime supervisor, was shut out of 
his position there, largely due to ques-
tionable accusations. The ugly fallout 
ultimately caused him to loose his re-
election bid; that same fallout continues 
to haunt her family today, she says.
   The struggles somehow made her 
stronger, she says. “I like a challenge,” 
Miller said. “When I make my mind up, 
I can make it happen.”
  What will happen is a 12 x 32 ft. pre-
fabricated building, set back from the 
flood plain area. “It will be a seasonal 
‘food shed’ with a walk-up window and 
a general store.”  She decided to include 
a store because Greensboro has no 
place to pick up bread or milk. 
   But this is just the beginning, Miller 
said. She hopes to enclose the pavil-
ion and also build an office where her 

daughter Alexandra will operate an 
event planning business. 
   In the two-and-a half years since the 
fire, Miller has been busy, hosting her 
own events at the pavilion and also 
renting it out for parties, reunions, and 
community events, as well as motocross 
races (next race series will be held 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. July 23 & 24). 
   Now that she has a plan, she won’t let 
anything stop her. “We own 200 acres 
here,” she said. “The possibilities are 
endless.”         
  The Car Show is free and open to the 
public. Food is by Back Bay Catering.  
Vendors and prize sponsors are needed. 
   Call Lisa Miller: 724-998-8242.

By Cindy Bailey, GreeneSpeak Editor/Publisher 
BOBTOWN–In 1946, J & L Steel, the 
operator of Bobtown’s Shannopin Mine, 
built a community center on Larimer 
Ave. for the residents of Bobtown.   
   When they asked for a group to serve 
as stewards of the center, the ladies 
of Bobtown stepped up to the plate, 
purchased the building for $1, and the 
Shannopin Civic Club was born.
   Seventy years later, the Club is still 
going strong. They will host an Anni-
versary Celebration at 1 p.m. Sept. 25 
on the Club grounds. Food, including 
halupki, will be available and historical 
materials will be on display.

   From the start, Club members 
jumped right in, hosting year round 
holiday activities for children, prayer 
vigils, dances, you-name-it, selecting 
Outstanding Club Women and Citizens 
of the Year, and generated income with 
Bingo, bake sales, and building rent-
als - all of which they still do with fewer 
hands than ever before, according to 
Denise Desmet, Civic Club president.
   Other officers are: Loretta Morris, vice 
president; Tracy Kiger, secretary; and  
Laura Sarapa, treasurer.
   “At one time, we probably had 100 
women helping out, but nowadays it’s 
more like 20, but we do get a lot of 
community support. The Fire Dept. 
are always helping us move things and 
county inmates care for the building.”
   Club members are still proud of kick-
starting the school lunch program back 
in 1950.       
   Laura Sarapa attended the meeting 
with her daughter Leather Fisher, and 
granddaughter Layna, who sang the na-
tional anthem and who, at 4 years old, 
is the Club’s youngest member.  
   Another young woman, Marie Crider, 
18, was inducted into the Club at the 
June meeting.
   The oldest member present was Mitzi 
Hornick, 76, who says, “I love to come 
to bingo and attend meetings, but I 
miss helping out.” Mitzi’s wedding pho-
tos were among dozens of items pasted 
onto poster boards which comprised 
the Club’s history. “My husband Floyd 
is gone now, but we would’ve been mar-
ried 50 years this month,” she said.
   Sisters Patty Wise and Barb Kirby said 
they’ve been members since the 90s. 
   Desmet said several of the active 
members could not attend the June 
meeting.
   All the Club members extended their 
cordial invitation to the public to come 
and celebrate their milestone Sept. 25.  
   “It’s really a celebration of Bobtown,” 
Desmet said. “Bobtown kept it going.”
   For details, call Denise Desmet at: 
724-839-7541.

Pouring over old photos and clippings about Shannopin Civic Club members 
and friends from the past are, from left: Tracy Kiger, Denise Desmet, Leather 
Fisher, Layna Fisher, Mitzi Hornick (in back), and Laura Sarapa.
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 •  By Cindy Bailey  •  The plans we make

Greene County Historical Society Museum
918 Rolling Meadows Rd, Waynesburg, PA 15370

Phone (724) 627·3204 / Fax: (724) 627·3718
www.greenecountyhistory.com

By Cindy Bailey, GreeneSpeak Ed/Publisher 
JEFFERSON–“We’re blessed,” says Heaven 
Bound Ministries Inc. Board Member and 
Co-Choir Director Brenda Hetzel. “I’m a part 
of Heaven Bound because I believe we’re in the 
End Times and we need to proclaim the name 
of Jesus.”
   And proclaim Him they have in 2016, includ-
ing “He’s Alive” and “Let Your Glory Fall” and 
a God and country concert at the “March for 
Greene” drug awareness event in May.  Upcom-
ing concerts include The Family Fun Event at 11 
a.m. Aug. 13 at Waynesburg Nazarene; Patriot 
Day Remembered at 6 p.m. Sept. 11, Mt. Mor-
ris Gospel Tabernacle; and the Heaven Bound 
Homecoming “Tent Revival” at 3:30 p.m. Oct. 
23rd at Wheeling Capitol Theater. Plans are also 
in the works for a Christmas concert; shortly 
thereafter “He’s Alive” 2017 rehearsals begin.
   On a recent Sunday afternoon, event director 
and founding Board Member Jeannie Pierce 
Waychoff held rehearsal in her home. Looking 
around the room of about 30 volunteer singers, 
she said, “They have servants’ hearts - their 
greatest desire is to do God’s will.”
    She should know; these people spend a lot 
of time together–concerts, rehearsals, picnics, 
as well as the annual “He’s Alive” cast and crew 
party. Last year Jeannie even hosted a wedding 
for two of the singers, because these folks share 
one another’s joys as well as their sorrows. 
   Spending a Sunday afternoon rehearsing is not 
unusual, nor unwelcome. Singer Tim Basinger 
says, “We’re one big family the Lord brought to-
gether. There’s nothing I’d rather do on a Sunday 
afternoon.”
   “You just do it because you want to,” says 
singer Sherry Ullom.
   Rick Headlee, also a Co-Director and Board 
Member, says Jeannie’s networking skills bring 
it all together. “It’s amazing how she gets people 
from all walks of life to join in and participate, 
because the one thing they all have in common 
is they love the Lord.”
   Asked how she deals with the jealousy that 
tends to crop up among artists, Jeannie said 
the people who remain faithfully committed 

Heaven Bound Ministries Inc. reaching more souls than ever
            I’m ashamed of myself really.
   I feel like a little kid who got rained 
out at Kennywood. Julie and David had 
been planning to come for a 4-day visit 
over the July 4th weekend. They got 
to the airport where, after all the usual 
lines and waiting, they were informed 
that all flights had been canceled be-
cause of tornado warnings. Come back 
tomorrow, they said. We will honor your 
tickets, they said.
   So they dragged their stuff back 
home, spent half the next day trying to 
get on the plane they sat watching fill 
up. At last, two seats remained, and 
the ticket agent was looking right at 
them when two sweaty people came 
staggering up with giant carry-ons and 
demanded their seats.
   And that was that. What with all the 
world’s problems of poverty, despair 
and death, none of us wanted to admit 
how upsetting it was. 
   Bob and I moped around all week-
end not talking about it because it was 
so embarrassing to be on the verge 
of tears for the next three days just 
because of an ill fated visit.
   But you have to understand what 
we put in, to get this place ready for 
the visit. I mean I actually changed the 
shower curtain, and wiped off the front 
door. Heck, I spread MULCH around 
the base of the pine trees AFTER I 
trimmed off the lower limbs.
   Bob dragged that camper down to the 
stream out back after I said Julie loved 
the idea of setting up a little camp-
ground down there. He spent 2 days 
traumatizing the wildlife as he denuded 
the area of grapevines and dead trees.
    Hot dogs. Check. Marshmallows, 
chocolate bars, graham crackers. 
Check, check, check– all these items 
of youth that we in our declining years 
can’t even eat anymore. Not to mention 
the soy milk and diet Dr. Pepper.
   When we realized they weren’t com-
ing, we were horrified to be surrounded 
by all the stuff we had injured our backs 
doing, things we normally don’t do un-
less pigs are sprouting wings, what with 
nobody here but us old goats. Painful 
reminders, all the way around.
   I put flags in the flower bed, for good-
ness sakes. Made Bob put the legs 
back on an old kitchen table I nabbed 
the other day at the flea market. He 
took it apart to repair the drawer for me, 
but I wanted Julie to see my Fab Find.
   At the last minute, I went out and 
wrenched the last red petunias in 
America right out of another old lady’s 
claw, to fill in my flower pots, and it 

to Heaven Bound have their hearts in the right 
place. “When you sign up with us, it’s all to 
glorify God,” she said.
   Founding Board Member Doris Estep said 
she’s been a part of Heaven Bound since 1999 
when she and Brenda and Jeannie formed a 
Gospel trio in Wheeling. Much has changed in 
those 17 years. These days singers come from as 
far as Cadiz, Ohio to the southern most portions 
of Greene County to be a part of it. “He’s Alive,” 
which began as a church play, is performed 
before more than 6,000 people, includes over 
200 cast, choir, and crew members, and costs 
upwards of $25,000 to produce. Heaven Bound 
has a presence in all the typical social media 
outlets and even had an ad on a digital billboard 
this year. Existing entirely on contributions and 
the sale of promotional items, the nonprofit 
Heaven Bound nevertheless continues to grow 
and inspire more people in more ways.
    As Brenda says, “God just keeps opening 
doors for us.”
   Never envisioning how far the fledgling min-
istry of three friends would come those 17 years 
ago, Doris’ enthusiasm has never waned. Like all 
those singing around her, she says, “I just love it.” 
   Find out more: 724-883-2241 or Heaven Bound 
Ministries and He’s Alive on Facebook. Website:
www.heavenboundministriesinc.com

   Rick Headlee directs the Heaven Bound singers in a rendition of  “I’m Proud to be American” at the   
   “March for Greene,” held May 14. Below, Heaven Bound Board members attending rehearsal at 
   Jeannie’s Jefferson home included, from left: Doris Estep, Brenda Hetzel, Rick Headlee, & Jeannie Pierce 
   Waychoff. Board members not pictured: Michael Hooper, Esq. and Paul Smith. (Photos by Cindy Bailey)

was now my karma that they looked 
so blasted CHEERY, contrasting with 
the deep blue lobelia that matched my 
precarious state of mind.
   And that camper. It assaults me every 
day on my morning walk. Nobody sit-
ting around Bob’s campfire with Bob’s 
pointy sticks digging in the coals after 
their marshmallows dropped off. And I 
even bought bug spray. 
   Two days after the holiday, here I 
am, still dragging one foot in front of 
the other in my summer of discontent, 
haunted by fictional flashbacks of what 
we would’ve been doing. Oh, it is all so 
wretched!
   Wait. I’ve got my house cleaned. 
There’s food in the fridge. Bob has the 
yard looking amazing; he even mopped 
the kitchen floor! And I’m sitting here 
writing this column at my new Vintage 
Camper Writer’s Retreat. 
   Maybe God had a plan after all.
   “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it 
springs up; do you not perceive it? I 
am making a way in the wilderness and 
streams in the wasteland.” Isaiah 43:19

RAINY DAY 
WRITER’S DESK

VIEW FROM
THE CAMPER
JULY 6, 2016
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Pastorius Historic Properties
Waynesburg, PA

Saving Historic Downtown Buildings For Community Revitalization
• Apartment & Office Rentals • Financing Commercial Building Restorations

• Local Historical  &  Architectural Research • Downtown Walking Tours & Programs
Contact Mary Beth:  724-833-1513  or   mbpastorius@gmail.com

MORGAN BUILDING GANIEAR HOUSE

By Mary Beth Pastorius 
mbpastorius@gmail.com  
    Driving through Waynesburg, have 
you ever thought about when and 
how the streets and lots were laid 
out? I have, because I love the way 
High Street follows the crest of the 
hill, intersected by parallel streets 
and alleys that descend each side. 
   Waynesburg is beautifully laid out. 
Its plan was created 220 years ago, 
and it continues today in nearly per-
fect, original condition. 
   It all began in February, 1796, with 
the formation of Greene County by 
an act of the Pennsylvania Legisla-
ture. Five trustees were appointed to 

Waynesburg Matters: Town Plan – A Legacy Worth Preserving

hero of the “Battle of Fallen Timbers” 
fought two years earlier. 
   Wayne’s victory made southwest-
ern Pennsylvania safe from Indian 
attacks, enabling local settlers to 
build towns and expand their agrar-
ian economy with the addition of 
commerce and manufacturing.
   Two of the trustees were surveyors: 
Isaac Jenkinson of Fredericktown 
and Stephen Gapen of Greene Town-
ship. They were the creators of the 
plan for Waynesburg, assisted by 
the other trustees: James Seals Jr. 
of Franklin Township, David Gray of 
Richhill Township (Graysville) and 
William Meetkirke of Washington.  
   According to Helen Vogt, author of 
Westward of ye Laurall Hills (1976), 
both Jenkinson and Gapen were 
qualified draftsmen and deputy 
surveyors of Washington County. 
Jenkinson had earlier surveyed and 
platted Fredericktown in 1790 and 
Carmichaels about 1791. 
   He was one of the first merchants 
in Fredericktown and a founding 
trustee of the Quaker Westland Meet-
ing House in Centerville. Both he and 
Gapen had been frontier soldiers 
during the Revolutionary War. In the 
early 1790s, Gapen was one of the 
surveyors who had mapped Donation 
and Depreciation Lands given to war 
veterans by the newly formed U. S. 
government.  
   The plan for Waynesburg was a 
grid of alternating streets and al-
leys forming blocks of uniform size, 
180-feet square. Each block was 

establish the county and a new town 
that would become its county seat, 
to be located within five miles of the 
geographic center. 
   The trustees purchased 158 ½ 
acres in Franklin Township from early 
settler Thomas Slater, a part of his 
larger tract called “Eden.” 
   Although there have been many 
theories about the Biblical signifi-
cance of the name “Eden,” it more 
likely honors Sir Robert Eden, the 
last colonial governor of Maryland, 
whom Slater had known in Maryland 
before coming to Greene County.  
   For the name of the new town, 
the trustees chose “Waynesburg” to 
honor General Anthony Wayne, the 

divided into three lots, 60-feet wide 
by 180-feet deep. In the middle of 
the town, the surveyors placed a 
“Public Square” for the courthouse, 
and along the northern perimeter, 
“Commons” (commonly owned land), 
where residents could graze domes-
tic animals. These later became the 
Waynesburg Parks. 
   Two hundred and one “town lots” 
were created, bound by East and 
West Streets and the alleys behind 
Franklin and Greene Streets. 
   For the next 70 years, Waynesburg 
did not grow beyond these borders, 
except for a few institutional buildings 
near the Commons.  
   The commissioners quickly adver-
tised and sold the lots at auction for 
prices ranging from $5 to $139, using 
the profits to cover the purchase of 
the land and to construct the court-
house and jail.   
   The development of the Town of 
Waynesburg by a group of govern-
ment-appointed trustees is unique in 
Southwestern Pennsylvania.    
   Other early towns in the region--like 
Uniontown, Brownsville, Washington, 
Canonsburg, Fredericktown, New 
Geneva, Greensboro and Carmi-
chaels—each had an individual pro-
prietor who surveyed and laid out a 
community on his own property, then 
sold the lots. 
   Only Waynesburg was from the be-
ginning designed to be a county seat.

   Read more “Waynesburg Matters” at: 
www.waynesburgmatters.blogspot.com.

The first brick Court 
House was built on the 
Public Square in 1800. 
This sketch by Sherman 
Day was published in 
1843. (Historical Collections 
of the State of Pennsylvania 
www.greeneconnections.com)



Wild & Greene     
Sponsored by R. G. Johnson Co.

10 things you and your 
family can do for Pennsylvania’s wildlife

Beth Wallach, MA, Psychologist
724-413-4991

Now accepting new clients 
and most health insurance plans

  845 Lippencott Road                  Waynesburg, PA 15370

HOPKINS STORE
  “Hottest Hoagies in Town”

 Hot Coffee, Cappuccino
Ice Cream, Snacks, ATM, PA Lottery

1751 Browns Creek Rd, Nineveh, PA
724-428-3958

Call ahead for quick sandwich orders

 

CindyReInvents: Adopting a healthier lifestyle
By Cindy Bailey, GreeneSpeak Editor/Publisher

cinswind1290@fairpoint.net
Yum-Yo: Oh the things you can do with yogurt
   1. Just eat it! Every day. By now know you already know 
that for the dieter, the best kind is nonfat and plain and the 
best plain is Greek because it has double the protein, half the 
carbs and half the sodium of the regular variety. But it is defi-
nitely thicker and takes a little getting used to. It’s also more 
expensive. The best way to dress it up is with raw fruit, or if 
you want something savory, add raw nuts, or raw vegetables 
(green onions). A little dollop of Yo makes a great binding 
agent in smoothies instead of dried whey or whatever. 
   2. Use it to replace mayonnaise and sour cream. You 
will need to experiment with this. But I have successfully 
used plain nonfat yogurt in salads (like tuna) and dips (like 
salsa dip). Nobody knew the difference or cared.
   3. Use it to replace the fat in muffins, quick breads, and 
even an everyday cake. The end result will be more dense 
and won’t rise as much, but very moist, so keep them in 
the fridge. I know you’re busy, but homemade muffins are 
the easiest, and you’ll feel better about feeding them to the 
fam, especially if you use whole grain flour and toss in nuts 
and fruit. Breakfast, solved! Lunch box treats, done!

  
   4. Build a Better Dessert. Having recommended plain yo-
gurt, I will admit I also buy the flavored ones in the single-
serving tubs for 80-100 calories. The “mousse” ones are 
good, with flavors like lemon merengue pie (of course I add 
my own fresh blueberries) and coconut (which makes an 
excellent fruit dip in its own serving bowl). Try my Gourmet 
Dessert for One: top a slice of angel food cake with fresh 
berries, and spoon on berry cheesecake mousse, or try us-
ing banana slices with coconut mousse. Sprinkle on some 
toasted coconut. Yum-Yo! This morning I was inspired to 
skip cream cheese and spread some berry mousse yo on 
my toasted mini bagel, topped by black raspberries I had 
just picked. Dessert for breakfast! Send me your Yo-Yum 
creations on the Cindy ReInvents Facebook Page.
   [Just keepin’ things real: I’m not a medical professional; just 
sharing what I’m learning on my own journey to better health].

   1. Respect the Environment. All facets of our environ-
ment—soils, plants, animals, air, water—are interrelated in 
a complex system. The quality of life is directly dependent 
upon this system so we must keep it clean and safe.
   2. Conserve Water. Water is required for many home and 
industrial uses, agriculture,  generating power, and recre-
ation; yet our water resources are extremely susceptible to 
waste and abuse. 
   3. Don’t Pollute or Litter. The poisoning of our environ-
ment is one of the greatest threats facing mankind. Support 
all efforts to control pollution, and don’t litter.
   4. Leave Baby Animals Alone. Many young wild animals 
die prematurely because people find them and think they’ve 
been abandoned. Such is rarely the case. Baby animals 
should be left in the wild where their mothers can properly 
care for them.
   5. Build and Erect Bird Houses. Artificial nest boxes pro-
vide cavity nesting birds with places to raise their young. 
House wrens, house finches, bluebirds and woodpeckers  
can be expected to nest in your boxes.
   6. Feed Birds in Winter. Bird feeders can entice countless 
birds to within easy viewing distance, including cardinals, 
chickadees, nuthatches, goldfinches and others.
   7. Plant Seedlings. Food producing plants can fulfill the 
food and cover needs of wildlife and beautify a lawn as well. 
   8. Learn and Obey the Game Laws. Everyone should have a 
general knowledge of the Game Commission’s responsibili-
ties and operations. Hunters, however, must be thoroughly 
familiar with the laws governing their sport. Sportsmen 
cannot afford the obnoxious actions of the ignorant hunter.
   9. Promote Scientific Wildlife Management. Only through 
science can meaningful wildlife management occur. Pro-
grams governed by emotion or popularity subject wildlife 
populations to dramatic swings and sometimes inescapable 
plunges. Science minimizes the risks through continu-
ous monitoring and data collection, the keystones to any 
successful wildlife management program. There’s no better 
place to begin than in our schools.
   10. Support the Game Commission’s “Working Together for 
Wildlife” Program. This program provides everyone with an 
opportunity to support research and management pro-
grams directly benefiting nongame. Ospreys, bald eagles, 
river otters and bluebirds are being helped through this 
program. Show your support for this program by buying 
and displaying “Working Together for Wildlife” patches, 
decals and fine-art prints.

   [This article was reprinted from the PA Game Commis-
sion’s website: www.pgc.com].

 PAGE 10–www.GreeneSpeak.com–JULY-AUGUST 2016                         CONTACT THE PUBLISHER (Cindy):  724-344-7980

Minding the Mind
By Beth Wallach, MA, Psychologist

Healing the heart with the help of the mind
   Recently, I almost lost a loved one to a heart at-
tack. Since then, I have been watching his recov-
ery, listening to other survivors, and doing some 
research. Here is what I am learning: 
   Acknowledge the fear: A heart attack survivor 
will never again trust that their body is invinci-
ble. Any chest discomfort, shortness of breath, or 
even sweating can trigger the fear of another at-
tack. That fear can worsen those very symptoms, 
leading to a spiral of panic. Ask your physician 
how to confirm or debunk your fear of these sen-
sations. If you have a “life vest,” notice what the 
monitors tell you when these symptoms occur.
   Employ your fear to make life more meaningful: 
Losing the false belief that we live forever can 
spur us to do the things most important in our 
lives. Reassess your priorities, and focus on them.
   Ask your cardiologist about using an antidepres-
sant: Some heart attacks are triggered by emo-
tional distress, which antidepressant medications 
can reduce. Heart attacks also increase risk for 
depression, both because of the life-altering con-
sequences, and because of a biological connec-
tion between heart disease, depression, and the 
body’s inflammatory response. Research shows 
that antidepressant medication after a heart at-
tack (whether or not the person feels depressed) 
lowers risks of dying or having another heart 
attack.
   Go to cardiac rehab: This combination of su-
pervised exercise and education builds healthy 
habits. It reduces both real and feared risks by 
monitoring heart functions while people exercise.  
Research shows that cardiac rehab increases sur-
vival rates, but most people don’t do it. It is well 
worth the copayments and time commitment.
   Face the lifestyle changes:  After a heart attack, 
people must make major changes in their lives.  
Consider which changes should be made gradu-
ally versus “cold turkey.” Focus on what you are 
gaining, not losing, with the changes: “Food 
tastes good when I don’t smoke.” Remember 
WHY you are doing this–to live longer and bet-
ter, and to focus on the most important things in 
your life. 
   Get support: Ask a loved one to make lifestyle 
changes with you.  Talk to other heart attack sur-
vivors. Ask your doctor ALL your questions. Let 
a counselor help you to make difficult changes, 
and to deal with fears and stressors. 
   Surviving a heart attack is a wake-up call, a new 
chance to live well. Make it count!



moisturize and nourish dry, itchy skin. Useful for 
soothing rashes and sensitive summer skin. 
   Mountain Ocean Coconut Skin Trip moisturizer 
is blended in small batches to ensure the highest 
quality and freshness. It is extremely fast absorb-
ing with a unique light, smooth feel that is perfect 
after sun, after shower, after shave, or anytime. 
   No discussion of summer skin health would be 
complete without addressing the effect of the sun on 
our skin. While some advocate the complete avoid-
ance of the sun, there is mounting evidence that 
sun exposure is vital to our health. Sun enables 
the body to produce vitamin D; the epidemic of 
vitamin D deficiency in America has been partially 
attributed to the increased use of sunscreens. 
Sunlight benefits the thyroid gland and the entire 
endocrine system, lowers blood pressure and 
cholesterol, cleanses the blood and blood vessels, 
and helps prevent cancers, including skin cancer. 
Exposure to sunlight during the day promotes 
sleep at night, positively influences mood, and 
alleviates depression.   
   As with most things, modera-
tion is the key. Excessive sun 
exposure is never healthy and 
causes many issues, from skin 
cancer to premature aging of 
the skin. 
   So, get outside and enjoy 
the summer sun; but don’t get 
burned!       

James D. “Shorty” Keller Sr., 70, of Waynesburg, died June 5.
Pamela Hoskinson Kendall, 48, of Mt. Morris, died June 9.
Elizabeth Rice Long, 86, of Carmichaels, died June 4.
Patricia “Patti” S. Patterson Morris, 61, of Waynesburg, died June 6.
Walter N. Morris Sr., 84, of Greensboro, died June 22.
Emil Louis Paci, 54, of Troy, Mich., formerly of Carmichaels,  
   died June 14.
Mark William Shipman, 55, of Spraggs, died June 1.
Alfred Smith Sr., 90, of Greensboro, died June 1.
Joseph P. Sokol Jr., 68, of Carmichaels, formerly of Nemacolin,   
   died June 6.
Lester T. Swaney, 84, of Clarksville, died June 20.
Edward A. Trump Jr., 55, of 
Waynesburg, died June 9.
Herman C. Varndell Jr., 83, of 
Holbrook, died June 9.
Donald J. Varner, 88, of Aleppo 
Township, died June 11.
The Rev. Milford J. Watters, 
68, of Waynesburg, died 
June 4.

  724-499-5181
Complete 

Funeral Service 
Counseling 

and Monuments
Rogersville, PA

OBITUARY INDEX 7/2016–Recent Greene Co. deaths
Sponsored by Kesterson-Rush Funeral Home, LLC, Rogersville

 You’ll find Spot 
hiding in 4 places 

this month. 
In JUNE, Spot hid on
 Pages 1, 4, 5, 6 & 7.

Can you spot SPOT?

Alberta L. Ammons, 87, of Mt. Morris, died June 12.
Mandy L. Balaban, 81, of Washington, Waynesburg native,
   died June 12.
Sarah Anne Bane, 84, of Clarksville, died June 20.
Helga E. Barnes, 71, of Carmichaels, died June 17.
A. Richard Battistoni, 78, of Lehigh Acres, FL, Mather native,   
   died June 7.
Richard A. Brooks, 61, of California, formerly of Clarksville,
   died  June 23.
Jerry F. Cooper Jr., 53, of Carmichaels, died, June 4.
Nancy I. Everly Davis, Ed.D., 80, of Waynesburg, formerly of 
   Bald Hill, died June 6.
Georgia Holdsworth Gideon, 89, of Waynesburg, formerly of 
   Carmichaels, died June 7.
Ruth H. Green, 65, of Spraggs, died June 2.
Keith Andrew Haky, 33, of Rices Landing, died June 8.
Dorothy King Hartley, 90, of Carmichaels, died June 23.
Karen Louise Hast, 52, of Carmichaels, died June 22.
Martha J. Howard, 91, of Waynesburg, died June 3.
Kay “Keitha” Humbert, 78, of Greensboro, died June 4.
Lorraine Headley Johnston, 93, of Waynesburg, died June 9. 
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SPECIALTY HERBAL PRODUCTS 
Greene County’s Health Food Store

153 East High St, Waynesburg • 724-852-1949

Roots of Health  •  By Brian King, R. Ph.
Summer skin savers
  Previously, we discussed ways to protect our skin 
from winter’s assaults. Now let us consider the 
needs of our skin during summer. 
   Aloe vera is a popular herb with a long history of 
use internally and externally. When used topically, 
aloe stimulates circulation, aids in removing dead 
skin, and promotes the normal growth of living 
cells, helping wounds to heal more quickly. It con-
tains a pain relieving agent and starts healing on 
contact with damaged skin, making it excellent for 
all burns, including sunburn. It relieves the itching 
of rashes, poison ivy, eczema, and psoriasis.
   Aloe rapidly penetrates the three layers of skin, 
transporting nutrients to the deepest level. An ex-
cellent moisturizer, it is added to many cosmetics, 
lotions, and shampoos.  Because of aloe’s penetrat-
ing ability, be sure to choose a quality product with 
natural ingredients because any harmful chemicals 
present with the aloe will be carried through the 
skin layers as well. 
   Specialty Herbal carries a variety of creams and 
lotions to assist with skin health:
   Earth Therapeutics Gardener’s Hand Repair 
moisturizes, repairs, and protects dry, damaged 
skin. It can be used on hands, knees, elbows, and 
other rough skin areas. 
   Kiss My Face Peppermint Foot Creme soothes 
and moisturizes with tropical butters & natural bo-
tanicals – a great pick-me-up for hot, tired feet. 
   Nature’s Gate Colloidal Oatmeal Lotion is rich 
with natural, skin calming ingredients that gently 

    One of Domestic Violence Services of 
Southwestern PA’s (DVSSP) many services 
is Education and Training, providing print-
ed materials and programs to individuals 
and groups, free of charge.   
   The DVSSP E&T staff makes certain that 
information widely distributed in Wash-
ington, Greene, and Fayette counties is ac-
curate and up-to-date. This includes current 
technology information that is often used 
by abusers to control their victims.  
   The agency offers brochures and hand-
outs on a variety of subjects including 
Protection From Abuse Orders (PFA), 
Dating Violence, Safety Planning, DV in the 
workplace, Volunteering, Stalking, and DV 
Effects on Children. 
   You can find these materials in our 
Waynesburg office, as well as numerous 
community events.  
   Also, DVSSP sponsors educational pro-
grams and special events throughout the 
year. Our goal is to make individuals aware 
that domestic violence does exist, that it is 
not okay to hurt others for any reason, and 
that there is help available for victims.
   Presentations on domestic violence are 
available to any business, church, or orga-
nization. These presentations, as well as all 
of DVSSP’s services, are provided free of 
charge.  DVSSP speakers can tailor the topic 
to the needs of each audience. 
   Topics can include warnings signs of 

domestic violence, how to 
help, and why she stays.  
   Statistics show that 1 in 
8 teen girls are affected 
by dating violence and 1 in 3 women in 
steady relationships are victims of abuse. 
   In the year 2000, the Department of 
Justice determined that 33% of female 
murder victims and 4% of male mur-
der victims were killed by an intimate 
partner.  
   These statistics emphasize that there is 
probably someone at every presentation 
who needs help in an abusive relation-
ship or that most everyone present 
knows someone in an abusive relation-
ship.
   Youth programs are also offered to all 
of the Greene County schools. Topics 
can include bullying, cyberbullying, 
relationships, self-esteem, conflicts, and 
dating violence. Interactive educational 
games are used to provide the tools to 
stay safe and prevent violent situations. 
   Youth programs are also offered at 
summer camps, to scout troops, and to 
other youth groups.
   DVSSP strives not only break the cycle 
of violence but also to prevent future 
violence through interactive program-
ming. 
   For more information or to schedule a 
program, please call 724-852-2373.  

Domestic Violence Services offers the latest 
education & training free of charge for all ages
By Cheryl McCready, Greene County Satellite Office Coordinator        
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THE LIT’L STORE  •  724-883-3678  • 1004 Jefferson Rd, Waynesburg, PA 
HOURS:  MON-FRI 5am-4pm • Closed Sat & Sun

SUMMER FUN’s IN THE BAG AT THE LIT’L STORE 
where we’re always cookin’ up good things for you! 

Plus, we have what you need for those summer 
Graduation Parties, Weddings, Reunions, and Picnics. 
Order a Party Tray with Fruit, Sandwiches, Salads, or 

Cookies & Fudge. While you’re here, browse our gift 
selections for the Honored Guest and grab something 

for breakfast, lunch, anytime!  Wouldn’t one of our cold, 
creamy Cheesecake Desserts taste yummy right now? 

You KNOW it would!
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