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MAY I PET YOUR DOG? 
‘Cassiday,’ a future service dog with 
Canine Partners for Life, provided 
hands-on learning for Waynesburg 
Central 4th Graders on how to
approach a dog that is on
the job. See Page 5.
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FLOODING OF TEN MILE CREEK, CIRCA 1900, in West Waynesburg, 
impacted the Waynesburg & Washington Railroad tracks, and “Smoke Stack 
Sowers.” Donated by Walter Bruce, the photo is housed at Waynesburg 
University and was shared with www.greeneconnections.com.

Take me back   By Candice Buchanan 

   Not all women were physically fit. Mrs. William 
Minor was considered “excessively fleshy” and 
too large to do housework. Her brother-in-law 
bought her a present—a slave to do her chores. 
(Waychoff)
   Weddings brought out the fun-loving nature 
of early settlers, who enjoyed “fiddling, singing, 
dancing, and foot-stomping rowdiness.” A man 
was thought to be a good potential husband if 
he had “an honest heart, two willing hands, and 
two brawny arms.” Money and education weren’t 
considered that important.(Graveyard Quilt)  
   David Veech was “easy-going, diligent in busi-
ness, and had a fervency of spirit and hospital-
ity.” He went to church on Sundays and had a 
“conscientious integrity.” David’s son, the Hon. 
James Veech, was a scholar, attorney, judge, 
and historian. (Hanna)
   One hot day on John Fulton’s farm along 
the Greene/Washington county line, John was 
plowing corn. He became thirsty and went to 
a deep well with extremely cold water. John’s 
wife warned him that he wasn’t strong enough 
to drink the freezing water, that his constitution 
couldn’t stand it. He ignored her and took a 
drink, became chilled, and died a few days later. 
(Hanna)

Gene Rush seeking Republican 
nomination for county coroner
ROGERSVILLE–Gene Rush of Rogersville an-
nounced that he is seeking the Republican nomi-
nation for Greene County Coroner. The longtime 
funeral director, community leader, and veteran, who 
recently retired, emphasized his desire to continue 
serving county residents, and pledged to use his four 
decades of experience to comfort local families while 
helping fight the drug epidemic. 
   “Throughout my career, I earned a reputation as a 
compassionate, ethical and honest professional who 
always put the needs of people first, to help families 
through their most difficult times,” he said 
   The Coroner’s Office typically investigates deaths 
not associated with natural causes to determine how 
the person died and whether the death may have 
resulted from criminal acts. 
   “My top priorities as Coroner will be to reach out to 
comfort survivors who have lost a loved one, and to 
launch a community outreach program designed to 
educate and reduce deaths due to substance abuse 
and suicide,” said Rush.   
   Following high school, Rush enlisted in the U.S. 
Air Force, serving four years, including a year in 
Vietnam, reaching the rank of Staff Sergeant. Later, 
he graduated from Robert Morris College, and the 
Pittsburgh School of Mortuary Science. He went on 
to a successful 44-year career, including more than 
30 years as owner/operator of Rush Funeral Home in 
Rogersville. 
   Rush and his wife Judy have four children, 10 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. Active 
members of Rogersville Methodist, the couple support 
many causes, including veterans groups, Lions Club, 
Community Foundation and the hospital, to name a 
few. The couple was recently honored with the Distin-
guished Service Award by the Waynesburg Chamber.
   “I have grieved with many families across our 
county who have lost sons, daughters, mothers and 
fathers to this terrible drug crisis,” Rush said. “My of-
fice will be pro-active with law enforcement and com-
munity leaders to find solutions to stop this epidemic.”

Contact Gene Rush: 724.833.0181.

Ed DeBolt (R.) announces his 
bid for Greene County Sheriff
WAYNESBURG–Ed DeBolt, of Crucible, a 
former Marine and retired Sergeant with the PA 
Dept. of Corrections, is seeking the Republican 
nomination for Greene County Sheriff. DeBolt 
pledges to use his extensive experience to fight 
the drug epidemic, protect families and ensure 
fiscal responsibility in the Sheriff’s office.
   The Greensboro native’s 28-year military ser-
vice included the Marine Corps Active Duty/Re-
serve and later in the Army Active Duty/National 
Guard and Reserve. DeBolt worked as platoon 
Sergeant, leading 30 soldiers in tactical opera-
tions, and Sergeant of the Guard, overseeing 
port security at Subic Bay, Philippines. He also 
served as 1st Sergeant overseeing 45 Military 
Police in a classified communications center in 
the European Theater. 
   During his 14 years at SCI-Waynesburg and 
SCI-Fayette, DeBolt oversaw as many as 270 
inmates and was an instructor for other cor-
rections officers. A member of the Corrections 
Emergency Response Team for the Waynesburg 
and Fayette prisons, DeBolt earned the honor of 
“The Governor’s Twenty” – recognizing him as 
one of the top 20 marksmen in the state. 
   Calling himself “a life long conservative,” 
DeBolt is active with veterans organizations, the 
NRA, served as a firefighter for 25 years, and 
with Rices Landing VFD Dive Team and Water 
Rescue. 
   Ed and his wife Veronica have four grown 
daughters and six grandchildren.
   “My values come from my family, my commu-
nity, and my unwavering faith in God,” he said. 
“I’m a staunch supporter of the 2nd Amendment 
and the sanctity of human life. As sheriff, I will 
defend property, privacy, and every individual’s 
rights. I’m clearly not a career politician, so you 
can trust I will provide the strong leadership our 
residents deserve, and will work to ensure the 
public’s trust in our elected officials.” 
   Contact Ed: DeBolt4sheriff@gmail.com or 
see his website: www.DeBolt4sheriff.org.

                 ED DEBOLT           GENE RUSH

Greene Themes  
Physical prowess of early settlers

By Darlene Haring 
charlemagne@windstream.net  

   Pat Bane, of Company A 22nd PA Cavalry, 
was the tallest man to serve in the Civil War.  
AT 7’ 4” tall and weighing 300 pounds, he was 
known as the “Greene County Giant.” (Corner-
stone Clues Edition) 
   James Harrod was also considered a giant. 
He was tall and brave, but modest.  His rifle, 
also, was the longest, heaviest, and surest. 
The Harrods, like their sometime companion 
Daniel Boone, were great hunters. One day Col. 
William Harrod killed 11 deer, one wolf, and one 
wildcat. (Evans)
   One Native American chief, however, com-
plained that after his young braves were sent to 
a white man’s college, they could no longer run 
or build dwelling places. They couldn’t kill deer; 
they were clumsy in the woods. He believed that 
his young braves had picked up undesirable 
white man’s traits. (Waychoff)
   Martha VanMeter’s niece was captured by Na-
tive Americans. When she escaped she walked 
alone through the woods for days; she lived on 
roots and berries and rattlesnakes.  
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Specialty Herbal’s high caliber products, individualized service keeps customers coming back
By Cindy Bailey, GreeneSpeak Ed/Publisher
WAYNESBURG–According to the Uni-
versity of Maryland Medical Center, “In 
the past 20 years or more in the United 
States, public dissatisfaction with the cost 
of prescription medications, combined 
with an interest in returning to natural or 
organic remedies, has led to an increase 
in herbal medicine use.”
   Fortunately for Greene County, Reg-
istered Pharmacist Brian King has been 
on the cutting edge of that trend since 
1993 when he launched Specialty Herbal, 
now located at 153 East High Street in 
Waynesburg. “My vision has always be to 
bring people back to the ‘roots of health.’  
Having been a pharmacist for decades, 
you become disenchanted with the way 
the pharmaceutical industry controls 
healthcare in America. ‘Big Pharma’ is 
about money and not health.  Natural vi-
tamins and herbal supplements are about 
health....We have always stressed QUAL-
ITY.  Quality supplements have a chance 
of changing someone’s life for the better.”
   Specialty Herbal, which has sponsored 
their “Roots of Health” column in Greene-
Speak since 2004, has consistently pro-
vided Greene County residents with an 
increasing variety of high quality, natural 
options for better health. 
   This includes everything from “bio-
available” vitamins and minerals and 

homeopathic remedies, to gluten-free and 
organic foods, fresh local eggs, therapeu-
tic teas, pet items, bath and body prod-
ucts, and selections of aromatherapy and 
natural cleaning products.
   Roberta King (above, left with Tamara 
Cerra), came on board back in 1994 as an 
administrative assistant. With a back-
ground in health and physical education, 
Roberta, who is Brain’s sister-in-law, had a 
natural affinity for the field, adding, “I do 
the financial end, but I also research and 
order most of the products as well.”
   Tamara Cerra, who has a degree in hor-
ticulture, joined the team in 1998. 
   Both women constantly research new 
products in addition to helping shoppers, 
many of whom have become longtime 
customers.  
   Rounding out the store’s team is sales 
associate Barb Dickey.   
   When asked what makes Specialty 
Herbal better than a big box store, Tamara 
said, “The Number One thing is the qual-
ity. We only carry products from compa-
nies that care about quality.”
   Roberta agrees, adding, “That’s always 
been what Brian had in mind from the 
beginning.”
   They credit much of their knowledge 
to Brian, who they say is just a phone call 
away.
   If someone asks for a product not on 

their shelves, Roberta says, “We will do 
everything we can to find the product 
for that person.” This kind of customer 
service, which is hard to find these days, 
is why people have become so loyal to the 
store.
   The most popular products at Specialty 
Herbal include weight loss supplements 
and multi-vitamins, as well as supple-
ments that help with pain relief, joint 
health, and immunity.   
   Also popular is their aromatherapy line 
with things like lavender for headaches 
and stress relief, as well as peppermint 
and citrus to boost your mood.
   Probiotics for digestive health and im-
munity are also top sellers, Roberta says, 
adding, “We sell quality probiotics that 
are refrigerated, meaning they contain 
live cultures. We have quite a variety of 
strengths and prices.” 
   Prebiotics are also available. “These are 
the ‘fertilizers’ for probiotics,” Roberta 
added.
   People sometimes become disillusioned 
with natural products for two reasons, she 
said: “the poor quality and because they 
don’t take it long enough.”
   Tamara points out that low-grade prod-
ucts may cost less, but may come in forms 
that are not easily absorbed by the body. 
   The products at Specialty Herbal are 
“bioavailable.” That is, they are sold in 

a form that allows your body to absorb 
more of the nutrient. Bioavailable B-12 
vitamins, for example, must be melted 
under the tongue. Sometimes, Tamara 
said, “It’s a trial and error process. You 
may have to experiment a little to find out 
what works for you.”
   Specialty Herbal offers free literature on 
their products and free samples of some 
items, such as hair products. The store is 
holding a sale on detoxification products 
See more in “Roots of Health,”  Page 11.
   “We’ve been in business for 24 years,” 
Brian says, “I hope we have helped a lot 
people over the years and done it with 
integrity....Our faithful customers have 
been our greatest joy and my staff is the 
best. They make it easy for me.”
   For Brian, it’s really all about people. 
“There is a satisfaction in having a busi-
ness in a small town where you’ve lived all 
your life, where people know your name, 
knew your father and mother, knew your 
brothers. That satisfaction is priceless.”

For more information:
Call: 724.852.1949 

Visit the Specialty Herbal 
Facebook Page!

Store Hours:  
Monday - Thursday 10 - 5

Friday 10 - 6 
Saturday 10 - 3
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The WET HEN 
The dog organization that rescues people 

   When you saw GreeneSpeak’s cover 
photo with the kids’ petting the service 
dog, did you hear yourself say, “Aww”?   
   In the age of all this networking and 
connecting with people on our numer-
ous devices, there is still nothing better 
than a puppy (or kitten or colt or.....) to 
bring a diverse group of people together. 
   Walk around a festival with a puppy. 
Few can resist stopping to ask, “May I 
pet your dog?” Some don’t even ask.
   Canine Partners for Life understands 
this phenomenon. They prepare service 
and companion dogs for people with 
physical, neurological, and cognitive 
challenges. 
   According to animalplanet.com, dogs  
can smell volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs) emitted by people about to ex-
perience a medical emergency, includ-
ing seizures, hearts attacks, and diabetic 
shock. A well-trained service dog can 
alert the person beforehand. The dog 
may stare intently, scratch or whine. 
  With their “6th sense” dogs, can also 
sense neurological problems by a person’s 
outward behaviors, like body language.    
   CPL has an inhouse breeding program 
which places young puppies with in-
mates at high-security prisons, because 
the puppies must become acclimated to 
being with one person 24/7. Puppies in 
the prison make the atmosphere a little 
softer. Participating inmates feel a sense 
of accomplishment in a barren land.
   Local community volunteers, called 
“socialization handlers,” like the women 
in the story on the facing page, take 
the dogs on outings to “expose them to 
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public life.” When they walk in the door 
leading a dog with a vest on, everyone 
puts their phone down and TUNES IN, 
and everybody learns something new.
   This newspaper has been and will 
continue to be an advocate for animal 
rescue organizations, but CPL is more 
about rescuing PEOPLE, although the 
safety and health of the dogs are moni-
tored by CPL throughout their life.           
   You may wonder how inmates who 
have committed crimes with so little 
regard for human life could achieve 
something positive with a dog. It’s part 
of the great dog/people connection.   
   Somehow CPL has meshed the needs 
of two groups of people, who are often 
marginalized–even in these more inclu-
sive times–the disability community and 
the incarcerated.
   And it is really working. The 26-year-
old Canine Partners for Life organiza-
tion has placed nearly 700 dogs. 
   At SCI-Greene, 15 puppies are cur-
rently being raised by inmates.  
   The cost for one “graduated” service 
dog is $30,000, of which the recipient is 
asked to donate about 1%, but no one is 
denied a service dog for inability to pay.
   In our rural, somewhat isolated corner 
of the world, this multi-faceted effort to 
prepare canines, with the help of prison 
inmates, to assist people with all kinds 
of disabilities, tends to open our minds 
toward people we might otherwise pre-
fer to ignore or forget.
   You can’t really put a price on that. 
   Who knew this was all going on in our 
own hometown? See more: k94life.org.



 823 Dunn Station Road • Prosperity, PA 15329

 w w w .m orris m a chin e ry.com

 3.5 Miles Off Exit 19 (Ruff Creek)
 724-852-1060

  M ACHIN E RY
 M ORRIS

 Zeto r Pro x im a  Series  is  a  R elia b le 
 Tra c to r o f a  Hea v y-D u ty M id -Size 

 C la s s  w ith a n E x c ellent 
 Pric e-to -Po wer R a tio

 Zeto r Pro x im a  8 5  to  12 0  Ho rs epo wer E ngine 
 Tier 3  – N O D E F, N O  C OM PUTE R S, 

 N O  R E G E N E R ATION , m o re im po rta ntly 
 N O  PR OB LE M S.

 RE BATE S UP  TO
 $ 4,500 *

 *C onditions apply. C ontact dealer for details. Rebate offer ends 3-31-17.

 P roxim a Series
 8 5  to  12 0  Ho rs epo wer 

 E ngine W ith o r 
 W itho u t Po wer 

 Shu ttle!

                   APRIL        2017           GREENESPEAK     5

Puppy love: Future service dogs dazzle 4th graders
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Story & photos by Cindy Bailey
GreeneSpeak Editor/Publisher
WAYNESBURG–Two very special pup-
pies stopped by Waynesburg Central 
Elementary March 24th. Future Service 
Dogs, “Cassiday,” a-9-month old yellow 
lab, and “Nike,” a black lab just 8 weeks 
old, visited the 4th Grade–not only to 
learn but also to teach.
   The puppies were brought in by Con-
nie Hart (middle right photo) and Lisa 
Schwarz, (bottom photo), who volun-
teer with the Prison Puppy Raising Pro-
gram at SCI-Greene, in which selected 
inmates are trained to raise a puppy for  
a year. The dog is with the inmate 24/7. 
Currently, 15 inmates participate.    
   “Connie and I are Socialization Han-
dlers,” Schwarz explained, providing dogs 
with occasional exposure to public life.
   The puppies are bred for a life of ser-
vice by Canine Partners for Life (CPL) 
located at Cochranville. CPL is “a non-
profit 501(c)3 organization dedicated to 

training service dogs, home companion 
dogs, and residential companion dogs 
to assist individuals with physical and 
cognitive disabilities,” according to their 
website. (k94life.org). 
   Hart said she has personally witnessed 
the interaction of service dogs with 
the disability community. She leads a 
Bible Study Ministry at the prison, and 
approached officials about CPL’s puppy 
raising program. It was launched there 
in March 2014, with five puppies. Most 
of CPL’s puppies are raised by inmates.
   According to the website, the im-
pact is immeasurable, “The pups bring 
smiles to a place that is often hard and 
cold. Puppies provide unconditional 
love...Inmates experience success...and 
are able to give back to the community.”      
   It’s a win-win for everybody, including 
community volunteers like Connie and 
Lisa, not to mention adoring fans like 
the WCES 4th graders. 
   It must be puppy love.
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Catnip Ares Low Cost Spay/Neuter Clinic
175 Wade Street in Waynesburg, PA

Cat Spay/Neuter Days: 
April 8 and April 22

Appointment is required for spay/neuter!
  Weekly Clinic Hours:

 Wednesdays 11am to   3pm
 Stop in for flea products & boosters!

 For an appointment,
 contact Kathy: 
 724-833-0954
 www.catnipacres.org
 Visit us on Facebook!
 catnip.acres@hotmail.com

ABOVE, the new marker lists those known to rest in Old Greensboro Cemetery: Morgan Black-
sher, Unknown Blacksher, Edward Clevenger, Sr., Mary Cline Clevenger, Peter Engel (Rev. 
War Veteran), Rachel Farmer, Zachariah Gapen (Rev. War Veteran), Elizabeth South Garrison, 
Rachel Kramer, Frances Ellen Phillips Minor, Hannah Anna Minor, Harriet Minor, Captain John 
Minor (Rev. War Veteran), Mariah Minor, Noah Minor, Ortho W. Minor, Otho Minor, Pleasant 
Minor, Rebecca Minor, Sally S. South Minor, Stephen Minor, William Minor, Henry Oglesby, 
James Vance (Rev. War Veteran), Ephraim Williams, and Michael Wisman. BELOW: new fenc-
ing defines the cemetery. Bottom photo: a new stone for John Minor. 

THE NEW ICE PLANT is expected to be open late spring. This photo, shot in 
mid-March, shows the new “mini” version of the Ice Plant Restaurant that was 
sadly destroyed by fire Jan 5, 2014. “We’re mini but we’re mighty,” quips Owner 
Lisa Rumble-Miller, who admits she is struggling with the “downsized” eatery, al-
though it is reminiscent of how she started back in 1995, when they mostly just sold 
sandwiches. The new restaurant will include a kitchen, salad bar, dining area, and 
bar. Up to 50 people can enjoy breakfast, lunch, or dinner, and the walk-up window 
can serve even more. Hand-dipped ice cream will be available. Windows above the 
bar offer a view of the Mon River. Lisa says her entire extended family is pitching 
in, so a grand opening is just around the corner!

GREENSBORO–The Old Greensboro 
Cemetery, historically significant, but 
neglected, at long last has a new marker 
listing the names of all those known to be 
buried here. 
   It is a personal victory for borough resi-
dent Alice Sarapa, who says, “I have been 
nagging borough council about that cem-
etery for twenty years....It’s been a journey.” 
   Last year, she says, she finally told council 
she would raise the money herself. The 
borough set up an account and fortunately 
several citizens and businesses contributed.
   Formerly the Minor Family Cemetery, the 
tiny patch with several gravestones, many 
falling over, is situated on the southwest 
edge of town at Third and County Streets. 
   The last burial likely took place in the 
mid-1800s, when the Minors gave it to the 
borough. 
   Alice notes that four known Revolution-
ary War veterans lie here, including Capt. 
John Minor, the “Father of Greene County,” 
who enacted legislation that created Greene 
County, Feb. 9, 1796. 
   Matt Cumberledge, another descen-
dent of John Minor, recently obtained a 
headstone for John through the Veterans 
Administration. Alice said the other three 
vets will be similarly honored. 
   More fencing, a bench, and flower urns 
are on the way. A July 4th celebration at the 
site is now in the works. See more on the 
cemetery and the people buried there at 
findagrave.org.         

Historic Old Greensboro Cemetery receives upgrades
Story & Photos by Cindy Bailey GreeneSpeak Editor/Publisher
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RJS Building Systems LLC
Engineered Post Frame Buildings

1.800.491.7221 • www.rjsbuildingsys.com

Commercial • Residential • Remodeling
Log Cabins, Worship Centers, Township Buildings, Houses, 

Livestock Facilities, Horse Stables, Retail Shops, More!

He’s Alive update
New Arrival is the Star of the Show

By Cindy Bailey
GreeneSpeak Editor/Publisher 
   When Lincoln David Simpson arrived 
March 15th, he already had a fan club, 
including not only his parents, Kristin 
and Lanfer Simpson, and big brother 
Landon, but also the entire “He’s Alive” 
cast and crew. 
   That’s because Lincoln will take on his 
first dramatic role–as the newborn baby 
Jesus, to be carried down the aisle by 
his parents, who will portray Mary and 
Joseph. Landon will appear later in the 
“Jesus and the Children” scene.
   The musical Passion Play, produced 
by Heaven Bound Ministries, Inc., will 
once again hit the stage at Wheeling’s 
Capitol Theatre this Palm Sunday week-
end, April 7 and 8 at 7:30 p.m. and April 
9 at 3:30 p.m. 
   Now celebrating 15 years of depict-
ing the Old, Old Story, Jeannie says the 
production blesses the 200+ people who 
participate as much as the 6,000 folks 
expected to watch the authentic scenes 
from the life of Christ unfold. Rehears-
als began way back in January.

   Each year, Jeannie and the whole He’s 
Alive family begin a search for parents 
who are expecting a baby near the pro-
duction dates. “This scene when guests  
greet the new baby is so precious,” she 
said, adding that it’s particularly poi-
gnant when the young family is some-
how connected to the cast.
   “I’ve known Jeannie all my life,” says 
proud dad, Lanfer. “Her grandparents 
and my great-grandfather Charles Or-
dorff (who raised Belgian horses) were 
friends.” Lanfer pastors the Mapletown 
United Methodist Church.
   Jackie Headlee, who serves as play nar-
rator and who supports the production 
in countless behind-the-scenes ways, 
says she is continually blessed to be a 
part of it. “I love to see people building 
relationships through this ministry. Each 
year, it’s like a family reunion.”
   There is no admission charge, but a 
free will offering will be collected. 
   Seating is limited. Large groups are 
encouraged to arrive early.
   For more information, call 724-883-
2241 or see the ad on the back page.      

First Annual Greene County 
Autism Walk to be held April 8
By Cindy Bailey
GreeneSpeak Editor/Publisher      
CARMICHAELS–The Dustin Damon Casseday 
Autism Foundation will sponsor the 1st Annual 
Greene County Autism Walk at 10: 30 a.m. 
April 8 at Carmichaels Wana B Park. Damon 
Casseday is the father of Dustin, who is autistic. 
Damon says he was shocked at the diagnosis. 
“The main thing we noticed was he was not 
developing language, but I thought it was just a 
delay.”
   Also shocking was the lack of services avail-
able, particularly to very young autistic children,  
in Greene County, which is why he felt led to 
launch the organization.
  Corrie Austin of Carmichaels, who is on the 
board of the Foundation, also has a son with au-
tism and agrees that more services are needed. 
When her son was diagnosed, the nearest 
speech therapist in was in Washington, PA.   
   Foundation board treasurer Sabrina Ellis says 
her “high-functioning” autistic nephew grew up 
in a large city with more services, something she 
believes was critical to his successful develop-
ment. A new U.S. survey suggests that one in 45 

children ages 3-17 may have autism.
   The Foundation hopes to one day offer regular 
hours at their office at 60 West St., Waynesburg; 
hire a Speech Therapist trained to help people 
with autism; provide advocates who will attend 
school conferences, etc. with parents, and offer 
a Support Group for parents and families of 
people with autism. For more information or to 
contribute in any way: 

Call: 724-550-6467 
Email:  ddcafoundation@gmail.com 
See the website: ddcafoundation.org

Damon Casseday (left), Corrie Austin, & Sabrina Ellis.

PHOTO COURTESY 
THE SIMPSON 

FAMILY



Norman and Eleanor (who had served as local 
GOP chair for several years) Pierce, as well as 
the late Thomas and Twila Stewart.  
    Jody’s childhood was filled with love, but also 
tragedy that left her with the knowledge of how 
precious life is. At 10, she survived a life-threaten-
ing bout of bacterial meningitis, but the worst was 
yet to come. On Feb. 2, 1993, Jody, then 20, and 
her best friend Amie Jo Phillips, also 20, decided 
to take a drive. Amie was at the wheel. Ironically, 
Jody says, “We were just driving around, not 
headed anywhere,” when a car careened across 
the center line, hitting them head on. Both Amie 
and the other driver were killed.
   Jody had catastrophic injuries–numerous shat-
tered bones, and internal damage, including a 
lacerated liver, punctured left lung, and collapsed 
right lung, “They didn’t think I would make it,” she 
says. After three months in the hospital and inten-
sive rehab, she defied the odds and walked out 
on her own, using only a cane, but was sadly told 
that she would never be able to have children.  
   She later defied the odds on this as well.“They 
didn’t know God’s plan,” she says, adding that she 
seeks His will in everything because He surely 
must have had a greater purpose in sparing her 
life. “I am not a career politician,” says Pierce-
Craig, “So you can trust I will bring that common 
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Construction Company, Inc. 
165 Rolling Meadows Road

Waynesburg, PA 

REDI-MIX

1,000-Gallon Water & Septic 
Tanks •Wire Mesh •Rebar   

Sand •Gravel
 •Bag Concrete & Mortar

PA STATE APPROVED
LOCALLY OWNED

724-852-1112

SALES EMPORIUM  
New & Used Computers 

Repairs & Service 
209 Pine St, Jefferson, PA 

(in Jefferson since 1999)

724-883-4778
Open: Mon-Fri 9-5  &  Sat 9-1

By Cindy Bailey,
GreeneSpeak Editor/Publisher
WAYNESBURG–Jody Pierce-Craig of Waynes-
burg announces her candidacy for Magisterial 
District Judge in District 1, covering Waynesburg 
Borough, Aleppo, Center, Freeport, Gilmore, Gray, 
Jackson, Morris, Perry, Richhill, Springhill, Wash-
ington, Wayne and Whiteley townships. The posi-
tion was held for several years by now-Greene 
County Common Pleas Judge Lou Dayich.
   A longtime registered Republican who has 
crossed-filed, Pierce-Craig says she chose to run 
because, “I don’t feel safe letting my kids play out-
side unsupervised,” in her formerly middle class 
neighborhood in Waynesburg. “I want to clean it 
up here,” she said. “There should be stronger con-
sequences for criminal actions, because holding 
criminals accountable will make our communities 
safer.”
   Married to Casey Craig, who works in the coal 
industry, and mother of Connor, 10, and Amelia, 8, 
(at right, in a recent portrait) Jody says her deci-
sion was a personal one. “My kids are getting to 
the age where they will be making all sorts of life 
decisions,” she said.     
   The daughter of Joyce Stewart DeWitte and 
the late Norman Lee Pierce, Jody grew up in Ruff 
Creek, near all of her grandparents, the late Albert 

NOv. 3rd

r  4  VOTE
 JODY

PIERCE-CRAIG
for 

Magisterial 

DISTRICT JUDGE
    ‘I am prepared to make tough decisions to keep our community 
safe–so your children can play outside, in a neighborhood you feel 
proud to live in. I would appreciate your vote May 16th.’
Contact Jody: 724-503-2066 or jodyforjudge@yahoo.com

paid for by the Committee to Elect Jody Pierce-Craig

sense, fairness and respect to the bench.”
   PA Magisterial District Courts handle landlord-
tenant matters, small civil claims, summary 
offenses, and preliminary hearings and arraign-
ments in felony offenses which are remanded to 
Common Pleas Court. 
   A Travel Consultant, she enjoys helping people 
and has taken her own family on many trips.  
   Strong families make better communities, she 
says. Children must learn “right from wrong,” adds 
Pierce-Craig, who is on Bethlehem Baptist Chris-

HIP TO BE SQUARE ADS: 
$199 per year! 724.344.7980

tian Education Board and volunteers in other ways.
   “People criticize the courts,” she said.“They want 
change. I haven’t run for office before, but there 
will be no change without new people getting in. 
   “As District Judge, I will work with local law 
enforcement and community leaders to help fight 
the ongoing drug epidemic hurting our families. I’m 
more than prepared to follow the law, and to make 
the tough decisions necessary to keep us safe.”
   Contact Jody Pierce-Craig: 724-503-2066 
or email her: jodyforjudge@yahoo.com

Safer Communities is Job #1 for District Judge Candidate
Political newcomer Jody Pierce-Craig supports stronger consequences for criminal actions

PHOTO COURTESY 
THE CRAIG FAMILY
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Waynesburg Matters: Miller Hall

By Mary Beth Pastorius 
mbpastorius@gmail.com
   Miller Hall, the administration building 
of Waynesburg University, is the most 
important Victorian building in Waynes-
burg. It was designed in 1872 by Pitts-
burgh architect James W. Drum. 
   The style is “Second Empire,” inspired 
by the elegance of Paris during the “Sec-
ond Empire” reign of Napoleon III. Miller 
Hall has been listed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places since 1977. It is 
significant historically and architecturally.
   It is named for college president 

Alfred Brashear Miller who devoted a 
large part of his life to its completion. He 
worked ceaselessly at fund-raising, and 
often taught and administered without 
pay, supporting his family as a Cum-
berland Presbyterian minister. With the 
help of students, he made many of the 
1,400,000 bricks in the building from clay 
dug on site.
   When Waynesburg College began 
in 1850, it had only one building, now 
known as Hanna Hall. As the school 
grew, it soon became inadequate.  
   From the beginning of his presidency 

in 1859, Miller understood the need for 
a second, larger building. Foreseeing 
growing demand for higher education 
and increasing competition from other in-
stitutions, he wrote: “To arise and build is 
the only way to escape being swallowed 
up by this competition.”  
   He visited campuses at Bethany, 
Swarthmore, Princeton and Rutgers, de-
ciding on types and sizes of rooms and 
architectural detail. Based on his speci-
fications, James W. Drum created floor 
plans and exterior elevations that were 
unanimously accepted by the Trustees, 
although other, better known architects 
had also submitted drafts. Drum was 
newly arrived in Pittsburgh from Indiana, 
PA, where he had designed Sutton Hall, 
the first building on the I. U. P. campus.  
   Finally, in 1874, the Waynesburg 
Trustees approved construction, but only 
on a “pay-as-you-go” basis. Fund-raising 
continued slowly, and so did construction. 
Cornerstones were laid in 1879, the roof 
completed by 1882, two interior staircas-
es finished in 1888, and so it progressed. 
   Finally, in 1899, all debts were paid and 
Miller Hall was dedicated. By then, Sec-
ond Empire was out-of-fashion, but this 
fact does not diminish its significance. 
   From about 1850-1900, Second Empire 
was the most popular style for institution-
al buildings in the United States. Other 
fine collegiate examples are located at 

Washington & Jefferson, California (PA), 
Duquesne and WVU.
   In addition to Indiana’s Sutton Hall, 
Drum designed the Old Courthouse there, 
now First Commonwealth Bank, and the 
Jefferson County Courthouse, located not 
far from his hometown of Punxsutawney. 
   After Miller Hall, he had a prolific career 
in Pittsburgh, including the County Home 
in Uniontown and Central School in 
Monongahela, both demolished in the 
1960-70s.
   Typical of the Second Empire, Miller 
Hall has great height, topped by a 
mansard roof with ornately decorated 
dormers. There is a massive entrance 
tower and segmented, arched windows 
of colored glass. Local sandstone quar-
ried south of town forms the foundation, 
decorative columns and window caps. 
   Both outer and interior supporting 
walls are brick, two feet thick. There is 
an abundance of finely crafted wood trim 
inside and out. Several interior rooms 
were decorated by local organizations in 
the ornate fashions of the period. 
   
   For more early photos of Miller Hall 
and other buildings by J. W. Drum, see 
www.waynesburgmatters.com

PHOTO, ABOVE: Vintage postcard 
of Miller Hall printed by W. T. Hays. 
(greeneconnections.com).

Pastorius Historic Properties
Waynesburg, PA

Saving Historic Downtown Buildings For Community Revitalization
• Apartment and Office Rentals 

• Local Historical  &  Architectural Research • Downtown Walking Tours & Programs
Contact Mary Beth:  724-833-1513  or   mbpastorius@gmail.com

MORGAN BUILDING GANIEAR HOUSE

GreeneSpeak 
BACK ISSUES

ARE NOW AVAILABLE 
on our new website:

www.greenespeak.com
More coming soon!
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HOPKINS STORE
  “Hottest Hoagies in Town”

 Hot Coffee, Cappuccino
Ice Cream, Snacks, ATM, PA Lottery

1751 Browns Creek Rd, Nineveh, PA
724-428-3958

Call ahead for quick sandwich orders

 

Minding the Mind  • By Beth Wallach, MA, PsychologistHealth Notes
 By Cornerstone Care
   www.cornerstonecare.com

Why a Community Health Center?
                    What is a community  
                health center and 
what makes it different from other medical 
practices? Why does that amazing doctor 
work in a rural community health care center 
instead of a big city hospital? The answers 
given by our doctors at Cornerstone Care 
may surprise you: 
   “I think my favorite thing about Corner-
stone is that a lot of my patients are connect-
ed - we see patients’ parents, we see their 
kids, their neighbors, their friends - we’re 
really able to care for the entire community,” 
said Dr. Jennifer Mungari, family practice 
physician at Cornerstone Care. “I like to 
teach, so I enjoy spending a little extra time 
with patients to help them understand what 
the plan for care is and why we’re doing it.  
And I like that our staff works as a little fam-
ily, and we help take care of each other.”   
   Dr. Nathan Duer, also a family practice phy-
sician at Cornerstone, agrees, noting, “My 
30-year mission has always been to provide 
comprehensive patient care for all ages and  
to those who would not otherwise have ac-
cess to quality medical care.”
   “Cornerstone Care is the type of practice 
I have always wanted to be a part of,” said 
Dr. Julie Orlosky. “We offer not only primary 
care and pediatric services but multiple 

As I watch, it begins to shrink. It gets 
smaller and smaller. The pictures get 
fuzzy and fuzzier. Smaller and smaller, 
fuzzier and fuzzier. And IT’S OK, because 
THERE IS NOTHING ON THAT TV THAT 
I NEED TO PAY ATTENTION TO...NOT. 
RIGHT. NOW. 
    Breathe in slowly, breathe out slowly, 
etc., (as above). 
   Now I turn my attention back to the TV.  
It gets smaller and smaller, fuzzier and 
fuzzier. Smaller and smaller, fuzzier and 
fuzzier, until there is nothing left except 
a tiny grey dot. And IT’S OK, because 
THERE IS NOTHING THERE THAT I NEED 
TO PAY ATTENTION TO...NOT. RIGHT. 
NOW.
   Breathe in slowly, breathe out slowly, 
etc., (as above). 
   Now I turn my attention back to the 
dot. It is so tiny and so light that it floats 
upward, and away from me. Up and away,  
farther and farther. Up and away, farther 
and farther, until it disappears from sight.  
And IT’S OK, because THERE IS NOTH-
ING THERE THAT I NEED TO PAY ATTEN-
TION TO...NOT. RIGHT. NOW. 
   Breathe in slowly, breathe out slowly.  
In slowly, out slowly.  Breathe in Calm, 
breathe out Stress. In Calm, out Stress, for 
as long as I want.

   Breathing and visualization exercises 
can  improve both mental and physical 
health. You can find them in self-help 
books, and on You Tube. This is one that 
I use in my practice. 
   Record yourself saying the words 
below -- slowly and in a calm voice. Then 
sit or lie down comfortably, so that your 
body is entirely supported without using 
your muscles. Play back your recording 
to guide yourself through the exercise. 
Then re-record it with any changes in the 
script or pacing that feel right for you. 
Practice this visualization twice a day for 
a month, and notice what changes in you.
   Focus on my breathing. Breathe in 
slowly, breathe out slowly. In slowly, 
out slowly. Breathe in Calm, breathe out 
Stress. In Calm, out Stress.  
   There is a television in front of me.  
The sound is off, and the pictures are 
scenes from my life. The good, the bad, 
the people, the places, the thoughts, the 
feelings. Everything I have been experi-
encing. And IT’S OK, because THERE IS 
NOTHING ON THAT TV THAT I NEED TO 
PAY ATTENTION TO...NOT. RIGHT. NOW.
   Breathe in slowly, breathe out slowly, 
etc., (as above). 
   Now I turn my attention back to the TV. 

 Mt. Morris:    724-324-9001   
 Rogersville:    724-499-5188          
 Greensboro:   724-943-3308   
 Waynesburg: 724-627-4309      
 Central Greene Pediatrics: 
             724-627-0926

Beth Wallach, MA, Psychologist
724-413-4991

Now accepting new clients 
and most health insurance plans

  845 Lippencott Road                  Waynesburg, PA 15370

NEXT DEADLINE
 to submit Photos, Community Notices, Letters, 

Columns, or Ads for the April GreeneSpeak:

APRIL 15th
Email submissions, comments, or questions to:

cinswind1290@fairpoint.net

BREATHE....opportunities to meet all of your health care 
needs under one roof, including dental care, 
gynecological exams, on-site lab draws, men-
tal health services, and chiropractic care. 
   “As a physician in a rural area, I have the 
opportunity to offer services to patients who 
may not be able to travel to more populated 
areas for care. Also here, you typically 
care for families – from the grandmother to 
the newborn infant. You get to know your 
patients on a personal level, not just treating 
them for their medical concerns. For me, it is 
about serving the people in my community 
and offering them the best care we can.
   “Having been a part of Cornerstone Care 
for going on six years I can truly say it is an 
organization consistently working above and 
beyond to ensure our patients are well cared 
for, even those with no insurance or low in-
come can walk through our doors and know 
that we are going to help them in any way we 
can. We have sliding scales for payment, as 
well as prescription medication plans.  
   “Cornerstone Care is built upon serving the 
under-served and doing so with the highest 
level of technology and providers who are 
passionate about the care they give. I am 
truly proud to be a part of this organization 
and team.”
   Learn more at www.CornerstoneCare.com
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Roots of Health • By Brian King, R. Ph. • Spring cleansing

SPECIALTY HERBAL PRODUCTS 
Greene County’s Health Food Store

153 East High St, Waynesburg • 724-852-1949

   It’s spring, that time of year when many 
of us feel the urge to clean and organize our 
homes inside and out. But how many of 
us think about the importance of internal 
cleansing for our bodies? It is not enough to 
monitor the nutrition entering our bod-
ies, we must also be concerned with waste 
exiting our bodies. Following are some of 
the most common causes of a toxic system: 
Poor elimination, poor diet, lack of water, 
excessive stress, use of antibiotics, lack of 
exercise. Adding the discipline of cleansing 
to our lives has far-reaching health benefits.  
Although cleansing can be done anytime, 
spring is a great time to address this impor-
tant issue.
   We are bombarded everyday with toxins 
coming both externally from our environ-
ment and internally from the byproducts 
of metabolic processes. Many chronic 
health conditions can be traced back to an 
overload of toxic substances in the body.  
Detoxification is the process of pulling tox-
ins from the cells, organs, and bloodstream, 
while cleansing is the process of expelling 
toxins from the body. The primary detoxifi-
cation organ is the liver, while the colon and 

kidneys are the primary elimination organs.  
Excess toxins that cannot be eliminated 
through the colon and kidneys end up in 
the bloodstream where they pass to the 
lungs, skin, and lymphatic system.
   A detoxification and cleansing program 
should have three objectives: support 
the detoxification functions of the liver; 
enhance the elimination functions of the 
kidneys, lungs, and skin; and achieve good 
elimination of toxins from the colon. Spe-
cialty Herbal carries a variety of cleanses 
which fit these objectives. We have cleanses 
consisting of fiber, herbs, or a combination 
of the two, in either powder or pill form.  
Some cleanses can be used as needed, while 
others are more structured, ranging from 
a quick 3-day cleanse to a longer, more in-
depth 15 or 30-day cleanse.  
   Although no special diet 
needs to be followed when 
cleansing, eating healthy 
food will facilitate the cleans-
ing process. And always 
remember to drink plenty 
of water to help flush toxins 
from the body.

 This month, find 
SPOT in 2 places. 

In MARCH Spot hid on 
Pages 2, 5, & 11.

Can you spot SPOT?

OBITUARY INDEX–Recent Greene County deaths–APRIL 2017
Sponsored by Kesterson-Rush Funeral Home, LLC • 724-499-5181

Volunteer time
   Several weeks ago, 10 individuals began 
the process to become new volunteers at 
Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern 
PA (DVSSP). Volunteers are important to our 
non-profit agency and we recognize that our 
volunteers are one of the main reasons we can 
provide the quality services we do. Dedicated 
and caring individuals over 18 who want to 
make a difference in the lives of others are 
always welcomed and valued. 
   Our volunteers can work at our sites in 
Washington, Greene and Fayette counties. 
Volunteers who want to work directly with 
victims of abuse can answer the hotline, talk 
with and empower domestic violence victims, 
assist with Protection From Abuse Orders 
(PFAs), accompany victims to court hear-
ings, or moderate or teach a craft at a support 
group. Volunteers can also speak to adult 
groups and organizations or to teens and chil-
dren in the schools. Some volunteers prefer to 
help behind the scenes with clerical activities 

or by distributing brochures at 
local events. Volunteers can work 
in the DVSSP offices during the 
day allowing staff to complete 
other tasks, or they can staff the shelters over-
night.  Each volunteer has unique talents and 
can help in so many ways. The sky is the limit 
and DVSSP welcomes any idea that would 
benefit the victims of abuse.  
   To volunteer with DVSSP, a candidate must 
submit a formal application and complete the 
required training, offered two times each year 
and consists of 45 hours in the classroom and 
online. Topics include the history of domestic 
violence and the effects of trauma. Confiden-
tiality and the role of ethics are also reviewed 
so that proper boundaries are maintained with 
the victims. Listening skills and the effects of 
abuse on children, teens, and those of other 
cultures are also explored.  
   Child Abuse & Criminal Background checks 
are required. For details, call 724-852-2373.
   Together we can stop the cycle of abuse. 

Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA Update
By Cheryl McCready, Greene Co. Satellite Office Coordinator • 724-852-2373    

William Jacob Abbott, 71, of 
Carmichaels, died March 11.
Gary M. Battistoni, 57, of 
Waynesburg, died February 27.
William Earnest Brock, 90, of 
Waynesburg, died February 28.
Mary McKenzie Burnette, 65, of 
Nemacolin, died February 19.
Robert A. Burns, 81, of 
Aliquippa, formerly of Richhill 
Township died March 18.
Shawn C. Christopher, 39, of 
Carmichaels, died February 28.
Nancy J. Clements, 83, of 
Carmichaels, died March 20.
Charles J. “Jeff” Criss, 70, of 
Waynesburg, died March 1.
James W. Donley, 91, of Mt. 
Morris, died Tuesday, March 7.
Robert H. Doody, 87, of 
Waynesburg, March 1.
Helen Dunham, 87, of Waynes-
burg, died March 16.
Millicent Eakin, 80, of Waynes-

burg, died March 8.
Carl E. “Huck” Ellenberger, 88, 
of Bobtown, died March 14.
Patricia A. Ferguson, 72, of 
Brave, died March 5.
Ginger Lynn Ford, 45, of 
Waynesburg, died March 14.
Helen W. Frye, 102, of Hol-
brook, died March 5.
Charles M. Grash, 89, of Rices 
Landing, died March 10.
Stephen E. Hoalcraft, 67, of 
Waynesburg, died March 14.
Sammy R. Huggins 27 of 
Garards Ft, died March 6.
Naomi Nuzum Huseman, 76, 
of Washington, a Waynesburg 
native, died Feb 20.
Robert T. Johnson, 92, of 
Waynesburg, died Feb 23.
John Robert Kennedy, 84, of 
Waynesburg, died March 7.
Joyce K. Ketchem, 74, of 
Waynesburg, died Feb 28.

Kenneth E. Kirby Sr., 67, of 
Clarksville died March 7.
Anna B. Morris, 93, of Carmi-
chaels, died March 15.
Rose Wozniak Novacich, 84, of 
Point Marion, died February 23.
Yolanda Palone, 96, of Wake For-
est, NC, Crucible native, died 2/28.
William Patterson III, 33, of 
Waynesburg died March 4
Tanya Ann Phillips, 20, of New 
Freeport, died March 8.
Gary Wayne Rushin, 40, of New 
Athens, OH, a Waynesburg 
native, died, February 27.

actually a call for vol-
unteers—that’s right, 
volunteers!  What is 
it that YOU can share during summer pro-
gramming at the public library? Are you 
a bee keeper; a sustainable farmer; do you 
create art from recycled materials; do you 
make musical instruments; are you from 
a faraway country; are you a pastry chef;  
do you sew costumes for the local theater; 
operate a greenhouse; are you a sculptor…  
   Perhaps you had a unique job or encoun-
ter. What story can you tell about unique 
experiences or jobs that you’ve had?   
   Public libraries are always looking for the 
hidden gems from within their commu-
nity to include in library programs. Please 
consider contacting your public library 
to volunteer for a library program. It is a 
great way to give back. You will meet new 
people. And, you will have a great time!
See you @ the Library!  
    –M. Tanner, Librarian

   The theme for this year’s Summer Learn-
ing program at your public library is: “Build 
a Better World.” Not only is it a timely 
theme, but it offers a lot of programming 
possibilities. In addition to building, other 
categories include: nature, cultural aware-
ness, the five senses, and transformation 
(recycling, upcycling, and deconstruct-
ing). This year’s summer programming 
is guaranteed to be filled with lots of new 
experiences!
   One of the best kinds of library programs 
is one that includes someone from within 
the community demonstrating and sharing 
their unique talents or passions. It is a great 
way for the kids to meet adults from within 
their community; it introduces them to a 
new topic; and, may even inspire them to 
pursue a similar passion.   
   You may not see your talent or passion 
as “special or unique,” but a child seeing 
it for the first time will. So this article is 

@ the Library!   Share your passion!!!

Judy A. Shaffer, 74, of Jef-
ferson, died, March 18.
Scott Linton Stephenson, 62, 
of Waynesburg, died March 6.
Marilyn Stickle Strawn, 86, of 
Bonaire, GA, a Wind Ridge 
native, died March 12.
Freddie L. Tennant Jr., 76, of 
Dilliner, died March 8.
Loretta Uglik, 85, of Carmi-
chaels, died February 18.
Barbara Ann Williamson, 67, of 
Dilliner, died February 22.
Phyllis Simmons Young, 94, of 
Aleppo, died March 10.
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   “You get the day off when we do the cooking!” says The Lit’l Store 
Proprietor Jeannie Pierce Waychoff, above, showing off her delicious 
Turkey and Italian Hoagies, ready to go. “Spend more time with your 
family. Let us prepare your custom party trays with Sandwiches and 
Salads or Desserts & Fudge for your spring event! Or how ‘bout one of 
our Peanut Butter Sheet Cakes, sized to serve your crowd!”

The Lit’l Store, 1004 Jefferson Rd., Waynesburg 
724-883-3678  •  Mon-Fri 5am – 4pmALSOFollow us on Facebook,Twitter & Instagram!
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